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A Stewardship Prayer
Jesus, I give my whole life to you.

I thank you for creating me, dying for me, and rising for me.
Please give me a spirit of service and love so I can pour out myself

for others as you did for me.
In gratitude, I offer myself to you, asking for the grace to keep

you first in my heart.
Help me to use everything you have given me to serve you, my parish,

and all those around me.
Amen.



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Here at St. Martha Parish everyone is invited to become 
involved in our faith community and give of their time and 
talent for the good of others. 

This Stewardship Handbook is provided to help you make 
careful and prayerful decisions about offering your time, talent and treasure in your 
parish throughout the year. It contains a brief description of each area of ministry along 
with the name of the contact person from that ministry.  

Every Catholic has an important role to play in the Body of Christ. How is God calling 
you to become more engaged in our Stewardship Parish?

In Christ,

Msgr. Chester Borski
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St. Martha is a Stewardship Parish
What is a Stewardship Parish? Very simply, a parish full of good stewards – people 
who actively use their time, talent and treasure to build the Kingdom of God. 

Deepest Reasons For Stewardship 
Gratitude – A good steward is grateful. When we are filled with a deep sense of 
gratitude we are most willing to share our gifts to build the Church. The good steward 
recognizes that everything is a “gift” and has a desire to pass along these gifts to others. 

Priority – A good steward makes God the first priority in everything – family, finances, 
friendships, and use of time – everything. Stewardship is about making first things first. 

Love – Christ loved us and poured out his life for us and calls us to that same kind of 
love. A good steward shares out of love – love for God, for the Church, and for our 
parish.

Hallmarks Of A Good Steward
Good Stewards of Time…
 •  Make Mass your top priority on Sunday
 •  Schedule time for daily prayer
 •  Pray together with family and loved ones

Good Stewards of Talent…
 •  Re-commit yourself to your current parish ministries
 •  Pray about which new ministry to join
 •  Train your children to serve in the Church

Good Stewards of Treasure…
 •  Strive to give 4% to weekly offertory, 4 % to parish Capital Campaign, 
    “Sharing Our Faith, Securing Our Future,” and 2 % to the archdiocese and
    other charities 
 •  Commit to a specific gift each week or month
 •  Use offertory envelopes or Faith Direct

 All of these elements are equally important. Without financial resources, we would 
have no church to worship in... Without prayer, our church would be spiritually empty... 
Without personal involvement in ministry, we could not bring the Good News to others. 
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Administrative Ministries
Building and Planning Committee
This committee is a consultative group which works with the pastor and outside profes-
sionals to implement planning, scheduling and contracting strategies necessary for the 
successful completion of various building and maintenance related projects.
Members: Fr. Chester Borski, Craig Alexander, Philip Fraissinet, Rick Frantz,  
Theresa Miller, Stan Sarman, Steve Teets and Wayne Theis.

Capital Campaign
This committee works with the pastor in creating various strategies to effectively fund 
all aspects of our Capital Building Projects. 
The committee chair is Alan Raymond. Volunteers may contact Ellen Holt, 281-358-
6637 Ext. 280 or ellenh@stmartha.com

Facility Maintenance Volunteers
Volunteers maintain and beautify our parish campus by working in organized groups on 
specific projects such as landscaping, parish cleanup days, and interior/exterior painting.
Steve Teets, 281-358-6637, Ext. 254, stevet@stmartha.com

Finance Council
The council is a consultative body providing advice and recommendations to the pastor 
concerning the stewardship of the parish’s fiscal and temporal resources, including con-
ducting long range financial planning to support the mission of the parish.
Members: Fr. Chester Borski, Alan Raymond (Chairman), Stan Sarman, Jim Carlson, 
Ray Joe, Dan McCarthy, Jerry Mannix, Dan Pradel, Peggy Rittenhouse, Theresa Mill-
er (nonvoting), and Molly Kleinguetl (nonvoting).

Financial Planning Committee
Difficulty with finances can distract us to the point where we are losing our peace of 
mind and have distractions from deepening our spiritual life. This group of financial 
professionals provides financial planning services for parishioners who would like to 
review and organize their financial structure. This could include debt counseling, bud-
geting, basic investment advice, estate planning and charitable giving. This can include 
trust strategies that create income for your family, gifts of securities, life insurance and 
testamentary (in your will) gifts. Periodically, we may offer topic-focused seminars to 
provide consulting at a group level.
Frank Amsler, 281-361-4972, frank_amsler@msn.com
Bill Grun, 281-360-3829, billgrun@embarqmail.com

Local Advisory School Board
The Local Advisory School Board serves as an advisory group to the principal and 
pastor. 
Members: Willie Chesnut, Pat Diamond, Bruce Farmer, Brian Hebert, Laura Hoffman, 
Albert Holden,  John Stanton, Roberto Vara, and Dominique Villarreal. Ex Officio 
Members: Fr. Chester Borski (pastor), Tina Lewis (principal), Lynn Lucas (develop-
ment director).
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Martha’s Gardeners
Our goal is to make the Church and 
the Faith Formation campuses beau-
tiful and welcoming. Each person 
or group is given a designated area 
to maintain. If you are interested, 
please e-mail Wayne Theis at 
wayne.theis@suddenlink.net

Pastoral Council
Council Members are discerned for a term of three years. The Pastoral Council helps 
develop the Parish Strategic Plan by providing timely updates and offering advice to the 
pastor on other parish matters. The Council meets the third Monday of each month for 
the eleven-month period August-June. 
Members: Fr. Chester Borski, Deacon Ed Kleinguetl, KC Curtis, Tom DeBoise, Bobby 
Eldridge, Gelly Estess, Leslie Flickinger, Barbara Guillemette, Tim Hill, Pete Kirsch, 
Robyn Laumbach, Diego Montiel, Cathy Raney, Johnny Richard, and  Alternates: John 
Hottovy, Earl Keeling, and Kevin McKee.

Stewardship Committee
The Stewardship Committee promotes the mission of our parish by fostering steward-
ship as a way of life within all aspects of the parish community.
Members: Fr. Chester Borski, Mike Cullen, Gary and Gelly Estess, Evan Evans, 
Bill Grun, Kristene Hergenrother, Mariel Parra, Diane Pagano, Jodi Schod, Maria 
Velazquez, and Syvon Wetherold.

Community Life, Catholic Spirituality, and  
Pastoral Ministries

ACTS Retreat
ACTS is a three-day weekend retreat developed to deepen our relationship with Jesus 
Christ, renew ourselves spiritually, give new meaning to our prayer life and Sunday Lit-
urgy, and build lasting friendships with members of our parish community. The ACTS 
retreat focuses on Adoration, Community, Theology, and Service. The retreat is present-
ed by parishioners of St. Martha. It is a unique opportunity to grow in our relationship 
with God and with others. The retreat begins Thursday evening and ends Sunday with a 
return Mass at St. Martha, followed by a fellowship reception. Round trip transportation 
is provided from St. Martha.
For information on ACTS Retreat and dates, please visit ACTS Retreats in the Commu-
nity Life & Spirituality section of www.stmartha.com or call or e-mail: Chuck Rodine, 
ACTSCore@stmartha-ACTS.org

Annulments or Declaration of Nullity
If you are divorced, we invite you to explore the possibility of a declaration of nullity for 
your marriage. You may contact Francine at the parish office, franp@stmartha.com or 281-
713-8954 to set up an appointment with a case sponsor. The case sponsor will serve as an 
informational source, guide, and emotional support for you throughout the process.  
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Boy Scouts
The St. Martha Boy Scouts participate in healthy youth activities that promote lead-
ership, physical and emotional well-being, learning, achievement, and friendship in a 
Christian environment.
Acenith Claassen, cennieclaas@yahoo.com

Caring Cooks
The Caring Cooks prepare and deliver meals to those in need of help during difficult 
times. 
Karen Rexer, 281-354-8857

Catholic Daughters of the Americas
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas is one of the oldest and largest organizations of 
Catholic women in the Americas. They donate to charities, administer scholarship pro-
grams, and strive “to be helping hands where there is pain, poverty, sorrow or sickness.” 
The CDA motto is “Unity and Charity.” Catholic Daughters women enjoy each other’s 
company at meetings and work hard for their parishes and communities. All Catholic 
women age 18 or older are invited to attend monthly meetings on the second Monday of 
the month at 7:30 p.m.
Diana Van Horn, 788-3351, dianavanhorn@hotmail.com

Centering Prayer Group
Join us early on Sunday mornings as we receive the gift of centering prayer and commu-
nity created within a small group. 
Each week we have the opportunity to experience centering prayer, a personal quiet 
listening to God’s “still, small voice.” We then participate in watching a video series 
or reading a book that initiates discussion of our own relationship to God, others and 
ourselves. 
The gift to you will be a glimpse of the benefits of centering prayer and the experience of 
community unique to small groups. If you have always wanted to experience this form 
of prayer but did not know where to start, join us. If you are looking for a small group 
community, this may be for you.
Greg LaCour, gplacour@gmail.com

Collegian Mom’s Prayer Group
Sending a son or daughter off to college is a very special time that is filled with many 
different emotions. What better way to send them on their way than covered in prayer.
Join other moms as we share our special intentions and pray the rosary together to our 
Blessed Mother. Please join us the first Monday of the month. Watch the bulletin for the 
exact place and time.
Pat Azzollini, patlini2000@yahoo.com

Columbian Squires
The youth organization of the Knights of Columbus is for young men ages 10-17 years 
old. Squires meet in small groups called circles. They run their own meetings and plan 
social, spiritual and community activities.
Max Weaver, maxdweaver@gmail.com
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Couples For Christ
Couples for Christ is an international organization dedicated to renewing family life. 
Small groups of 5-6 couples meet in each other’s homes for worship, singing, and dis-
cussion on a particular topic. Membership in one of these small groups begins with a 
formative period called the Christian Life Program.
Ramon & MaryLou Dela Cruz, 281-913-2335, mldelacruz1@hotmail.com
Dexter & Pilar Brizuela, 281-359-8238

Cursillo
Cursillo begins with a unique three-day retreat experience designed to bring people into 
an intimate relationship with Jesus or strengthen an already existing relationship. By 
focusing on the fundamentals of Christianity and Catholicism, Cursillo helps people 
discover and fulfill their personal vocations and bring the Gospel to their environments. 
The Cursillo offers a method of ongoing conversion which includes Spiritual Direction, 
Group Reunion and Ultreya. St. Martha Ultreya meets once a month. For more informa-
tion on Cursillo and for a schedule of English, Spanish and Vietnamese weekends, go to 
www.cursillo.org/houston.
Carol Bateman, 281-359-6942, lakeclb@cebridge.net

Familia
Raising a family in today’s world is a terrific challenge. The mission of Familia is to 
serve the Catholic Church by offering a variety of parish programs that strengthen fam-
ilies by helping men and women live their vocation to marriage and parenthood in all 
its fullness. Each program is designed to impact the lives of families through a Gospel 
reflection, Catechism study, and discussion of Church teachings in a team setting with 
practical tools that can be immediately implemented in daily family life. (Familia is 
sponsored by Regnum Christi – Legionaries of Christ)
Laura Nichols, 479-221-1583, patersam33@gmail.com

Funeral Reception Volunteers
Our funeral reception volunteers assist and comfort our bereaved families by offering 
hospitality at a light reception, thereby allowing them an opportunity to receive the con-
dolences of their guests. Volunteers must be available during the day.
Nancy Karpinski, 713-594-4430, jerseycruiser@gmail.com

GriefShare 
GriefShare is a caring group of people who walk alongside the bereaved through one of 
life’s most difficult experiences. 
For more information contact Francine Puglia, franp@stmartha.com, 281-358-6637 
Ext. 200

Homebound Errand Committee
Volunteers provide transportation to our homebound parishioners who need to visit a 
local doctor or run short errands in Kingwood.
Gretta Verhalen, 832-264-7755
Contacto en español: Alejandra Gutierrez, 713-480-9287
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King David’s Men
King David’s Men is a confidential Catholic fellowship of adult men of any marital 
status or age who meet weekly with the purpose of learning about and affirming healthy 
sexuality within the context of our faith.
Fr. Alfonso Tran, 281-358-6637 Ext. 268, alfonsotran78@stmartha.com

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal organization for Catholic men. They coordinate 
social gatherings in the parish and charitable projects in the community. Meetings are 
first and third Mondays at 7:30 p.m.
Patrick Zastoupil, patrick.zastoupil@shell.com

Living Your Strengths
Living Your Strengths is a process whereby individu-
als discover their top five God-given talents through 
the Clifton Strengthsfinder assessment by the Gallup 
organization. Individuals continue to explore and 
develop these talents into strengths through small 
group sessions or have the opportunity to meet with 
Strengths Coaches to delve deeper into understand-
ing one’s strengths and embracing them in daily life. 
Jodi Schod, 281-358-6637, Ext. 201, 
jodis@stmartha.com  

Martha’s Quilters
As a ministry to ill members of our parish, this group sews quilts, prays over them, and 
has them blessed by a priest. The quilts are then delivered to ill parishioners as a tangible 
sign of God’s love and presence. You are welcome to join our ministry, even if you have no 
sewing experience. Meetings are on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in Room 3.
Noreen Borys, 832-259-1848, njborys@embarqmail.com 
Angela Wemyss, 281-361-9720, angelawemyss@hotmail.com

Mother’s Day Out
Children from 18 months to four years old learn and have fun together at our excellent 
Mother’s Day Out program. It is run by a paid staff and is open Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The monthly tuition is $80 for one day a week and $145 for 
two days a week.
Patty Jackson, 281-358-1959, Ext. 250, pattyj@stmartha.com

Natural Family Planning Classes
Our parish offers classes taught by certified instructors who teach various natural meth-
ods of birth regulation. In addition to detailed instruction in three different methods, the 
classes also cover the Church’s compelling and positive teachings about sexuality and 
the moral foundation for excluding artificial birth control as a licit means of avoiding 
pregnancy.
Marion and Chris Dickson, 281-358-7326, dicksonfamily2001@gmail.com
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Newcomer/Welcome/Hospitality Ministry
The parish welcomes many new families every year. To make sure each and every one 
is made to feel invited and welcomed into our community requires a lot of careful plan-
ning and organization. Volunteers make a special effort to welcome new parishioners 
by calling them, sending letters, and assisting with our newly implemented “Hospitality 
Weekends.”  Volunteers strive to make meaningful connections between newcomers and 
their fellow parishioners.  Our goal is to create a warm and hospitable community where 
all feel welcome.
Kristene Hergenrother, 281-358-6637, Ext. 256,
kristeneh@stmartha.com

Northeast Catholic Singles
Northeast Catholic Singles is a ministry for single adults ages 40 and up. They offer 
singles who find themselves ready to move on after the loss of a spouse (through death 
or divorce), and those who have never married, opportunities for making friends, for 
fellowship, for encouragement, and for fun with others who share their faith.
Peggy Broyles, 281-359-4560, peggybmom4@gmail.com

Reception Volunteers
The Reception Committee plans and hosts receptions after 
Confirmation and other social parish events as requested. Re-
ception provides refreshments after all Masses at the Ministry 
Fair on Stewardship Weekend. 
Barb Setser, 281-358-4129, basetser@gmail.com

Rosary Guild
The Rosary Guild seeks to bring people to Jesus through the 
devotion of the rosary. They meet the second Sunday of the 
month from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Room 2 to pray the 
rosary while they make new rosaries, which are distributed to St. Martha’s parishioners, 
Armed Forces, foreign missions and other organizations around the world. They also 
teach others how to make rosaries.
Joanna Loup, 281-361-0391, jloup3@yahoo.com

St. Martha’s Office Angels
Volunteers are always welcomed to help on special projects at the parish office. Regular 
tasks include answering phones, stuffing envelopes, affixing labels, and sorting mail.
Syvon Wetherold, 281-358-6637, Ext. 262, syvonw@stmartha.com
Jodi Schod, 281-358-6637, Ext. 201, jodis@stmartha.com

Separated and Divorced Support
St. Martha parish offers a 13-week program for divorced and separated Catholic men and 
women. This program offers much needed support and assists with the healing process. 
Denese Albracht, 281-744-3192, Catholicsupport@gmail.com

Senior Citizen Luncheon Transportation
Volunteers pick up seniors to bring them to the luncheon, which takes place every Wednes-
day at either St. Martha or Kingwood United Methodist Church. They are picked up be-
tween 10 and 10:30 a.m. to arrive at the luncheon before 11 a.m. They are then picked up 
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at about 2 p.m. and returned to their homes when it is over. Each volunteer drives approx-
imately once per month. More regular drivers and substitute drivers are needed.
Domenica Seitz, 281-361-4718, domenicad@aol.com
Minnie Romo, minerva.romo@gmail.com

Senior Citizens Luncheon (Sunshine Group)
Senior parishioners gather the second, fourth, and fifth Wednesdays of each month to 
play bingo and share a potluck meal. Bingo begins at 11:00 a.m., followed by lunch and 
fellowship that ends at 2:00 p.m. A small number of volunteers help set up, arrange the 
food dishes, and clean up afterwards. Volunteers are needed.
Nancy Landvogt,  281-358-6637, Ext. 202, nancyl@stmartha.com 
Nancy Karpinski, 713-594-4430, jerseycruiser@gmail.com

Spiritual Direction
Jesus said, “for where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them” 
(Matthew 18:20). 
Spiritual direction is companionship given to an individual which enables that individual 
to pay attention to the presence and action of God in his or her life and to respond and 
grow in intimacy with God. The individual is helped not so much to understand the rela-
tionship between him/herself and God, but to engage in it. You are welcome to contact:
Tony Cardella, tony@DPCF.com
Laurie Cardella, laurie@kingwoodcable.com
Mariel Parra, mamaparra5@yahoo.com.mx
Sabrina Reynolds, rags516@gmail.com
Peggy Rittenhouse, peggyr@kingwoodcable.com
Pat Timpanaro, patimpanaro@embarqmail.com
Francine Puglia, franp@stmartha.com, 281-358-6637, Ext. 200

Sponsor Couple Program
Marriage preparation begins when an engaged couple meets with a priest or deacon. 
Included in the preparation process is a Sponsor Couple Program called “For Better 
and Forever.” A sponsor couple meets with the engaged couple to share their experience 
while at the same time helping the engaged couple communicate on important aspects 
of their present and future relationship. The Sponsor Couple gives the engaged couple 
the opportunity to reflect on their relationship in a structured manner and integrate the 
experience.
Patty Schulze, 281-360-9992, pattyschulze63@gmail.com

Sunday Nursery
Our young children play and learn in a safe, loving environment during the 9:00 a.m., 
11:00 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. Life Teen Masses. Teenage and adult helpers are needed. 
Training is mandatory.
Patty Jackson, 281-358-1959, Ext. 250, pattyj@stmartha.com 

Teams of Our Lady
All over the world, married couples have found a way to grow in love and faith through 
the Teams of Our Lady movement. A Team is a group of five to seven couples who 
join together to find support in their efforts to lead Gospel lives. The Team meets once 
a month for a simple meal, prayer, and study. The meeting is lively and enjoyable, yet 
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structured and meaningful.
Rodney and Ruth Williamson, 281-361-3222
Bob and Patty Murphy, 281-360-4216
Brian and Mary Anne Sokol, 281-642-3821 
Gary and Lee Everett, 281-961-4725
Contacto en español: Ines Munoz, 281-358-5278

Vocations Committee
The Vocations Committee fosters and affirms vocations to the priesthood and religious 
life. They do this through prayer, education, awareness and affirmation activities. They 
support and promote various events that young people can attend to learn more about 
religious vocations and also give creative ways that parents and teachers can use to teach 
children about vocations.
Phil and Diane Applegate, 281-361-2913, dapple62@yahoo.com

Wedding Coordinator
If you would like to help assist at wedding rehearsals and ceremonies, please contact Liz 
Himanga, 281-360-5707. 

Adult Faith Formation
Catholics Returning Home
Have you drifted away from the Church and God? Have you stopped attending Church 
or do you attend infrequently? Are you angry at the Church or God? No matter how long 
you’ve been away or for whatever reason, you’re welcome to return. Your faith com-
munity misses you and is incomplete without you. In this six-week program, you will 
learn that leaving the Church and later returning is often part of a person’s psychological 
and spiritual maturing process. You will also be introduced to what has happened in the 
Church since you’ve been away, what is involved in reconnecting with the Church, and 
insights and explanations regarding the Mass, the sacrament of reconciliation, and the 
Nicene Creed. This program is run by returning Catholics and is done in a safe, confi-
dential, small group sharing environment.
Carla Lewton, 281-358-1959, Ext. 213, carlal@stmartha.com

Cornerstone Bible Study
The Cornerstone Bible Study is a fully integrated study of Scripture, which offers the 
participants four exposures to each of the Scriptures studied. This is accomplished 
through individual Scripture study, small group meetings, live lecture and written com-
mentary. The Cornerstone is a spiritual journey, and its goal is accomplished through 
daily contact with God’s Word. Classes for Women are held Wednesday mornings 9:45 
a.m. – 12 noon with child care provided = 10 months – 5 years. Women’s and Men’s 
evening classes are held Tuesdays 7 – 9 p.m. (no child care provided). This coming year 
we will be studying The Acts of the Apostles.  Acts is a unique book in the New Tes-
tament. It is a sequel to the Gospel of Luke and continues the narrative account of the 
early church, from the ascension of Jesus and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, 
continuing with the spread of the Gospel “to the ends of the earth.”  
Join us - classes run mid-September 2013 – through March 2014.
Questions or Registration contact: For English - Ray Baudier: 281-467-8321
Contacto en español - Zuri Jackson: 281-733-7571, zurijackson@msn.com
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Little Rock Scripture Study
This group uses the very popular Little Rock Scripture Study, a Catholic-based program 
which focuses on the Church’s interpretation of Scripture. This group meets on Monday 
mornings.  
Carla Lewton, 281-358-1959, Ext. 213, carlal@stmartha.com

RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
The RCIA is a process for adults from other faith communities who wish to learn more 
about the Catholic faith and for Catholics who want to complete their sacraments of 
Eucharist and Confirmation. Gatherings are held every Thursday evening from 6:30 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We begin with a meal and fellowship followed by Scripture readings, 
instruction and questions and answers. Discernment is done throughout the journey in 
order to recognize God’s call for each individual.
Linda Sarman, 281-358-1959, Ext. 258, lindas@stmartha.com

RCIA Team and Sponsor
The RCIA Team and sponsors are composed of faithful Catholics who generously wish 
to share their faith journey with others. They assist in the process by providing hospi-
tality and support to those going through the process. They live their Baptismal promise 
by witnessing the love of God to others. Training is provided for both the team and the 
sponsors.
Linda Sarman, 281-358-1959, Ext. 258, lindas@stmartha.com

St. Martha’s Young Adults
We invite you to continue to explore and grow in your faith. We will do this by keeping 
you in touch with Archdiocesan Young Adult Ministry and events, through Bible studies, 
Young Adult Teams of Our Lady, and by offering days of prayer and reflections, mission 
trips, service opportunities, social events, and retreats
Elizabeth Moore, 281-358-1959, Ext. 249, elizabethm@stmartha.com
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Tuesday Breakfast & Bible Study
Come join our Faith Formation Director and other fellow parishioners as they read, 
study and discuss various books of sacred Scripture. Meetings are held every Tuesday 
following the 8:30 a.m. Mass in Adult Room 2. No registration or fee required. 
Carla Lewton, 281-358-1959, Ext. 213, carlal@stmartha.com

Tuesday Night Adult Faith Formation
Adult Faith Formation on Tuesday nights will be concerned with the very important 
task of learning or refreshing what we know about Church teaching. We will look at 
questions concerning what we believe as Catholics about God, Jesus, the liturgy, etc. 
Babysitting is always provided, and the sessions begin after Mass at 7:30 and end at 9 
p.m. Check the bulletin or Adult Faith Formation Booklet for a schedule of sessions.
Carla Lewton, 281-358-1959, Ext. 213, carlal@stmartha.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study
Wednesday night Bible studies will be held three times during the year. We will begin 
with a study of the Gospel of Mark in September, study the Infancy Narratives during 
Advent, and conclude with a study on the life, passion, and death of Jesus. We will meet 
in Room 2 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. All are welcome.
Carla Lewton,  281-358-1959, Ext 213, carlal@stmartha.com

Children and Youth Faith Formation
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Children 3 to 5 years old engage in an innovative form of learning that combines music, 
prayer, and hands-on learning. They gather in an “atrium” with a model altar, miniature 
sacred vessels, real candles and altar linens, and other materials. A variety of hands-on 
activities, many revolving around events in Jesus’ life, serve as a type of prayer. The 
result is a formative experience which develops the child’s whole person.
Martha Burns, 281-358-5523, trisagion333@yahoo.com

EDGE (Middle School Youth Ministry)
EDGE is a middle school youth ministry experience created for early adolescents in 
sixth, seventh, and eighth grade, and it is designed to meet the spiritual, emotional, and 
social needs of the youth through meaningful experiences. EDGE is open to ALL middle 
school students and their friends regardless of religion, denomination, or faith. The last 
Monday of every month is EDGE Night where youth gather for food, fun, and fellow-
ship, as well as to discuss various topics. Also, throughout the year, EDGE coordinates 
various service projects, spiritual retreats, and community events to bring the youth 
closer to God and deepen their Catholic faith.
Lisa Lucas, 281-358-1959, Ext. 241, lisal@stmartha.com

Faith Formation Catechist (Elementary)
Elementary catechists help children grow in their knowledge and love of God and their 
Catholic faith, as well as prepare them to receive the sacraments of Reconciliation and 
First Communion. Meetings are on Sunday from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. or Wednesday 
from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m.
Helen Seidel, 281-358-1959, Ext. 214, helens@stmartha.com
Contacto en español: Irene Soto 281-358-1959, Ext. 269 (Las reuniones son los Lunes 
de 5:30 a 7 p.m. durante el año escolar)
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Faith Formation Aide (Elementary)
Elementary aides help in the classroom with teaching and special projects. Serving as an 
aide is often an excellent step toward becoming a catechist.
Helen Seidel, 281-358-1959, Ext. 214, helens@stmartha.com
Contacto en español: Irene Soto 281-358-1959, Ext. 269

Faith Formation Catechist (Middle School)
Middle School catechists help children grow in their knowledge and love of God and 
their Catholic faith, as well as prepare them to receive the sacraments. Meetings are on 
Sunday from 3:45 to 5:00 p.m. and Wednesday from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m.
Lisa Lucas, 281-358-1959, Ext. 241, lisal@stmartha.com
Contacto en español: Irene Soto 281-358-1959, Ext. 269

Faith Formation Hall Monitor/Office Aide
Volunteers help during the Faith Formation period by monitoring hallways and helping 
with special projects.
Helen Seidel, 281-358-1959, Ext. 214, helens@stmartha.com
Contacto en español: Irene Soto 281-358-1959, Ext. 269
 
Life Teen Adult Volunteers
All parents and adults are called to be the primary faith formation people in the lives of 
youth. Life Teen adult volunteers help serve the young church by being mentors, facili-
tators, food preparers, and positive Catholic role models. We need many adult volunteers 
to raise the next generation of believers, so please prayerfully consider dedicating a 
portion of your time to answering God’s call.
Laura Zeoli, 281-358-1959 Ext. 252, lauraz@stmartha.com

Life Teen (High School Youth Ministry)
Life Teen is a high school youth ministry experience created for late adolescents in 
ninth through twelfth grade. Life Teen is an international Catholic movement that serves 
the Church by providing resources and faith experiences that help lead teens closer to 
Christ. This is accomplished through a vibrant Eucharistic spirituality and by creating 
opportunities for teens to grow in their faith. Teens participate in the 5:30 p.m. Sunday 
Life Teen Mass and afterwards attend a special teen-oriented Life Night that provides 
fellowship and catechetical teaching. They also gather in the Youth Center on Wednes-
days from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. for music, games, sports, and many other unique activities.
Laura Zeoli, 281-358-1959 Ext. 252, lauraz@stmartha.com

RCIA: Adapted for Children and Youth 
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults: Adapted for Children and Youth is a process 
intended for young people (ages 8-17) from other faith communities who wish to know 
more about the Catholic faith and for families who have children who need to be bap-
tized or complete their sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation. 
Derek Gallardo, 281-713-8915, derekg@stmartha.com

Vacation Bible School Helpers
During one week in June, students, kindergarten through eighth grade, enjoy a week 
of learning about God and the Bible in a fun-filled atmosphere. Many volunteers are 
needed to make VBS the best it can be! Teenagers may volunteer to get service hours. 
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All volunteers must be Virtus trained.
Helen Seidel, 281-358-1959, Ext. 214, helens@stmartha.com

Liturgy and Music Ministries
Adult Choir (11:00 a.m. Mass)
Dedicated singers lead the assembly in a variety of traditional and contemporary hymns. 
A strong commitment and faithful attendance is asked of all who participate. Prior music 
experience is helpful but not required. Rehearsals are on Thursdays from 7:15 to 9:00 
p.m.
Gayle Hogwood, 281-358-6637, Ext. 210 gayleh@stmartha.com

Coro de Adultos en Español
Este Coro canta en la Misa en Español los domingos a la 1 p.m. Para más información 
por favor contactar a 
Luis Valle, 832-620-1888

Altar Servers/Monaguillos
Boys and girls in sixth grade through twelfth grade serve the entire congregation by 
assisting the priest at Mass. Training is held in the fall, and every server must be re-cer-
tified each year. Schedules are sent out two months in advance.
Gayle Hogwood, 281-358-6637, Ext. 210 gayleh@stmartha.com
Contacto en español: Silvina Gheorghica, 281-610-7374,
silvinagheorghica@yahoo.com

Altar Server’s Club
The Altar Server’s Club is a place where our altar servers can come together for food, 
fun, and worship.  Each month we meet to hear a speaker share with us about our Cath-
olic faith, have some fun, and practice.  At the end of the evening, we pray the rosary as 
we adore Jesus during the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament!
Jon Barfield, jon.barfield@embarqmail.com

Baptism Team/Bautismos
Volunteers are needed to assist at the Rite of Baptism, which is held the first Sunday of 
each month at 3 p.m.
Gayle Hogwood, 281-358-6637, Ext. 210, gayleh@stmartha.com
Contacto en español: Irene Soto, 281-358-1959, Ext. 269

Cantors
Cantors provide leadership and encouragement for the full participation of the congre-
gation in sung prayer. Requirements include the ability to read music, sing solo music, 
and help the assembly learn new music. Musical background is required.
Gayle Hogwood, 281-358-6637, Ext. 210, gayleh@stmartha.com

Children’s Adoration Hour
On every Tuesday from 10 a.m. to 11a.m. children with their parents spend time with 
Christ, offering their prayer intentions, pray a decade of the rosary and sing together. No 
sign-ups required and all ages are welcomed. We meet all year long. Bring your children 
before Christ in the Blessed Sacrament and see their love for Jesus and His Blessed 
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Mother grow through the graces they receive.
Annatte Salazar, 281-358-1492, asalazar77339@yahoo.com

Communion To the Sick
Parishioners bring the healing presence of Christ to parishioners who cannot worship 
with us at Mass due to illness or advanced age. 
Angela Wemyss (Kingwood Medical Center visits), 281-361-9720, 
angelawemyss@hotmail.com
Pat Timpanaro (homebound and nursing home visits), 281-361-9338
Contacto en español: Amelia Murphy, 713-865-6946, ameliamexico.tx@gmail.com 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion/ Ministros
Extraordinarios de la Eucaristia
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion have the special call and responsibility of 
assisting the priest and deacon with the distribution of the Body and Blood of Christ at 
weekend Masses, daily Masses, weddings and funerals. A training session is required to 
become an Extraordinary Minister.
For training contact: Pam Rockwell, 281-358-1959 x 230, or pamr@stmartha.com
Contacto en español: Amelia Murphy, 713-865-6946, 
ameliamexico.tx@gmail.com

Family Mass Greeters
Elementary-age children are 
needed as greeters at the 9:00 
a.m. Mass on Sunday from Sep-
tember 1 through May 31. The 
children welcome families as 
they come to worship and pass 
out collection envelopes for all 
children attending before Mass 
as well as Children’s Bulletins for 
all children at the end of Mass.
Stephen King, 281-546-3748, sking@growthforce.com 

Greeters
Jesus stayed many times with his friends, Martha, Mary and Lazarus. Their hospitality 
made him feel their home was his. The Greeter Ministry at St. Martha makes all who 
enter the doors of the church feel welcome, comfortable and happy to be with us. If 
you have a warm smile and a love for serving your fellow parishioners, please join as a 
greeter at Mass and other events at St. Martha.
Nora Twohy, 281-814-5431, 2etexas@gmail.com

Lectors/Lectores
Lectors proclaim the Word of God during the Liturgy of the Word, after having carefully 
reviewed the Scripture passage they are to read. Each lector undergoes training and is 
provided with a Lector’s workbook.
Erv Baumeyer, 281-358-4975, baumeyer@kingwoodcable.com
Contacto en español: Cristina Gabas, 281-796-9084
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Life Teen Liturgy
There are several ways YOU can get involved and serve with the Life Teen ministries at 
the Sunday 5:30 p.m. Mass!
• Life Teen Band
Share your musical gifts and talents. St. Martha Life Teen Music Ministry is dedicated 
to providing quality music for quality liturgies that encourage full, conscious, active 
participation drawing people closer to Christ!
• Life Teen Lector Ministry
The Life Teen Lector Ministry calls for a person to grow in a warm and loving knowl-
edge of Scripture, the living word of God. A lector is called to be a communicator and a 
storyteller of the richness of God’s love for His people.
• Life Teen Minister of Hospitality
Are you interested in serving through welcoming people to our community through your 
words and actions at Mass?
Joy Ehrman, 281-358-1959 X251, joye@stmartha.com

Martha’s Altar Guild
Members of the Altar Guild care for the altar linens used in the Eucharistic celebration. 
Purificators and towels are washed and ironed every week, taking about two hours. Altar 
cloths require special handling and regular cleaning.
Gayle Hogwood, 281-358-6637, Ext. 210, gayleh@stmartha.com

Martha’s Designers (Church Decoration)
This group decorates the interior of the church according to the liturgical season and 
feast day. Additional help is needed at Christmas and during Holy Week and Easter. If 
you are creative, dabble in art, love to sew, or like climbing ladders, you are who we are 
looking for.
Gayle Hogwood, 281-358-6637, Ext. 210, gayleh@stmartha.com

Ministers of Hospitality (Ushers/Ujiers)
Ministers of Hospitality are friendly people who create a welcoming environment by 
greeting people as they enter the church for Mass. They ensure that the liturgy flows 
smoothly by assisting people with seating, taking up the collection, directing the Com-
munion procession, and wishing everyone a good day at the conclusion of the liturgy.
Barry Robichaux, 281-361-3856, Barry.Robichaux@us.ibm.com
Contacto en español: Milton Giraldo, 832-573-5133

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration
St. Martha’s parish is committed to remaining in the 
presence of our Eucharistic Lord at all times. Since it 
began, this powerful form of prayer has changed many 
lives and greatly enriched our parish family. At least 
two parishioners are needed in the adoration chapel for 
every hour.
Robyn Laumbach, 281-360-7897, 
robynbfly@embarqmail.com 
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Sacristans/Sacristanes
Sacristans prepare the worship space for liturgies by arranging the liturgical vessels and 
linens and ensuring that they are properly put away.
Art Voltmann, 281-361-6117, arcar4410@cebridge.net
Contacto en español: Amelia Murphy, 713-865-6946

Sound Board Ministry
Volunteers are needed to monitor the sound board at the 5:30 p.m. Vigil, 9 a.m. and 
11a.m. Masses. 
Bill Phillips, 832-541-0601, wrphillips@eprod.com

Technology Ministry Team
Adults and Teens, share your computer skills with the parish as you run the computer 
PowerPoint slide show at Masses. We need YOU to serve at Sunday Masses, Holy Days 
and throughout the year to communicate and encourage active participation.
Joy Ehrman, 281-358-1959, Ext.251, or joye@stmartha.com

Youth Choir (K-8)
The Youth Choir is for children in kindergarten through eighth grade. Its purpose is to 
instill in children a love of music that is sung in worship and encourage their active 
participation in the liturgy. They lead the congregation in sung prayer at the 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Mass. “Little Angels” (K - 2nd grade) rehearse on Thursdays from 3:30 to 4:15 
p.m. “Gloria Dei” (3rd - 8th grades) rehearse Thursdays from 4:15 to 5:15 p.m.
Gayle Hogwood, 281-358-6637, Ext. 210, gayleh@stmartha.com   

Outreach Ministries
CanCare
St. Martha is an affiliated faith-based member of CanCare. CanCare is a network of 
trained volunteers including cancer survivors, family members of cancer survivors and 
medical professionals who provide emotional support to others facing cancer. If you 
have a loved one who has been diagnosed with cancer and you need someone to talk to, 
CanCare can match you with a caregiver of a cancer survivor for one-on-one emotional 
support.
If you are interested in becoming a CanCare volunteer or are in need of cancer support, 
feel free to contact Roger Schuelke for additional information or contact CanCare di-
rectly at 713-461-0028 (please don’t forget to mention you are a member of St. Martha 
Catholic Church).
Roger Schuelke, 281-358-8060, raaa@kingwoodcable.com

Criminal Justice Ministry
Criminal Justice Ministry is a response to the Gospel call to visit the imprisoned. The 
Ministry Team meets weekly with offenders at the Pam Lychner State Jail in Hum-
ble. There, the team announces and shares God’s Word, provides instruction on Catho-
lic teaching and generally demonstrates the basics of Catholic life. Mass is celebrated 
monthly. Twice per year the Team conducts a full day retreat that includes prayer, song, 
presentations and catered lunch. Additionally, released offenders receive help in locat-
ing transitional housing and support where needed and assistance in joining a Catholic 
Parish convenient to their location.
Jamie S. Gomez, 281-973-1857, jaimesalvadorgomez@gmail.com



2013-14 Stewardship Handbook 17

E-mail Prayer Warriors
Prayer warriors pray for the intentions of those in need of prayer.
Donna Rueby, dmrueby@earthlink.net 

Hospital Ministry
The Hospital Ministry provides pastoral care to Catholic patients at Memorial Hermann 
Northeast and at Kingwood Medical Center. If a patient registers as a Catholic, they are 
put on our census list and will be visited by a Pastoral Care Minister. 
Sarah Clark, 281-361-8832
Sheila Yepsen, 281-358-5585

Humble Area Assistance Ministries
HAAM’s Interdenominational Social Service Agency assists families and individuals 
experiencing a temporary crisis with a wide variety of services in the Humble, King-
wood, Atascocita, Huffman, Porter and New Caney communities. Services include a 
food pantry, utility assistance, prescriptions, eyeglasses, clothing, General Education 
Diploma and English as Second Language classes, a job bank, school supplies, a holiday 
basket program, rent/mortgage and referrals to other service agencies. Volunteers can 
help in many ways; bilingual volunteers are especially needed.
Luisa Montiel, 281-225-7045

Legión de María
La Legión de María es un grupo de oración en español. Las reuniones semanales de 
oración son los viernes de 7:00 a 8:30 p.m. en el salón 2.
Martha Rodriguez, 832-388-0317, otamez_3@hotmail.com

Maria Goretti Network Ministry
Maria Goretti Network in an outreach to all survivors of abuse (women and men) who 
seek healing through the ministry of Jesus Christ.  Peer support is provided through 
regular meetings and through prayer. Survivors helping other survivors journey toward 
recovery. 
For information about our monthly meetings e-mail stmarthamgn@gmail.com  or call 
281-360-4045.

Martha’s Kitchen
Martha’s Kitchen is dedicated to Christ’s call to love one another and to actively fulfill 
the basic physical and spiritual needs of those who need our help. For 20 years, every 
Monday through Friday, parishioners have helped to staff a soup kitchen in downtown 
Houston, providing a hot meal for the hungry. Parishioners are needed to prepare, serve 
the meals, and help clean up.
Sr. Maria Elena, 713-224-2522

Mother Teresa Ministry
The Mother Teresa ministry has as its focus the needs of the immigrant family in our 
midst. Its main emphasis is to help the broken families of undocumented immigrants 
who have been affected by the detention and forced repatriation of one of their members.
They provide spiritual and counseling services through personal visits to those who have 
been detained in the centers of detention. They also make visits and provide material 
help to the spouses and children left behind. In addition to spiritual and counseling ser-
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vices, this ministry would endeavor to provide legal, psychological and other required 
assistance to improve the condition of both the detainees and their families.
Michael Rousselle,  281-989-0268

Orando con Jesús y María
Es una red de oración por las intenciones de los necesitados.
www.stmartha.com/Spanish/Orando con Jesus y Maria

Pro Life / Gabriel Project
The Pro Life ministry at St. Martha is dedicated to defending the dignity of human 
life from conception to natural death. They organize the annual Walk for Life as well 
as fundraisers for Birth- Right. They also provide confidential assistance to women in 
crisis pregnancy situations, continuing after the child is born. Their goal is to provide 
support to women who are financially drained and emotionally strained, so they do not 
seek abortion.
Paula or Janice, 281-358-6637 Ext. 503  

Project Rachel
Project Rachel is a confidential ministry of compassion, healing, and reconciliation for 
women who have suffered physically, psychologically, and spiritually from an abortion. 
We serve women who have recently aborted a child or women who have suffered with 
post-abortive issues for many years. We offer a safe place to be reconciled to God, to 
their lost children, to themselves, and to the Church. We name the lost child, memorialize 
him, and do many other healing exercises so mothers experience the unconditional love 
of God in a new way. The Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston sponsors this program, and 
it is available locally at an off-site location. Sessions are available spring and fall.
Bonnie Develle, L.P.C., 281-812-8641, bdevelle@comcast.net

Second Family Ministry
Second Family Ministry operates through volunteers known as “Care Circles.” Each 
group, who will become the “second family” to the family requesting their presence, 
offers support to individuals and families affected by chronic or terminal illnesses or 
disabilities. The members of these groups share in service activities so that no team 
member is solely responsible for the level of care that may be required, and no member 
is overburdened with too frequent or too lengthy visits.
Care Circle members provide a range of services including emotional and physical sup-
port, limited transportation, friendly visits and companionship, and respite opportunities 
that lift the burden of care for caregivers of ill or disabled loved ones. Second Family 
holds meetings most months during the school year on the second Tuesday of the month.
Peggy Wehe, 281-360-3244, stmartha2ndfamily@gmail.com

Social Justice
Members seek to educate the parish community on Catholic Social Teachings and to 
foster justice, freedom of religion and a genuine interest in defending the common good.  
Also, they lobby legislators in Washington, D.C., Austin and council members in Hous-
ton about issues dealing with poverty, health, education, immigration and other import-
ant social justice issues.
Bob Simpson, 713-410-2844, robert.glenn.simpson@gmail.com 
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St. John of the Cross Food Drive
The St. John of the Cross Food Drive takes 
place the fourth weekend of each month. Non-
perishable food items are collected after each 
Mass and benefit St. John of the Cross Food 
Pantry in New Caney. 
Marie Burk, 281-361-3650 

St. Joseph Helpers
The St. Joseph Helpers are volunteer men and women – including high school youth – 
who provide a wide range of home repairs and other labor related services for those in 
need. This work includes helping parishioners but extends to others in the greater Hous-
ton area through cooperation with other organizations such as the Rebuilding – Together 
Houston group.
William Beck, 281-360-7023, wbecknd@kingwoodcable.net

St. Martha Between Jobs and Beyond
The Between Jobs and Beyond Ministry (BJBM) seeks to provide a solution to the un-
employment crisis in our parish community and surrounding areas. Through potential 
networking contacts, it gives every working parishioner an opportunity to participate in 
this ministry by providing networking and professional or work-related contacts.
People coming through this ministry should recognize the value of service and prayer 
as one of the most important tools in their Christian life. They are expected, therefore, 
to continue praying and helping others in the community after they have secured a job. 
Hence the “Beyond” portion of the ministry’s name.
Bob Simpson, 713-410-2844, robert.glenn.simpson@gmail.com

St. Vincent de Paul Society - St. Martha Conference
The St. Martha Conference of St. Vincent de Paul Society works to assist people and 
families within our community and surrounding areas of Humble, New Caney and Por-
ter. We are funded by donations from our parishioners and other interested individuals. 
When a family or an individual needs assistance in paying rent, utilities or other neces-
sities because of loss of income, medical expenses or other expenses, we arrange for 
a home visit. We help to meet immediate financial needs and work with the family to 
improve their situation.
SVdP office, 281-358-6636, svdp@stmartha.com  
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St. Martha Catholic School -
PLUS Volunteer Organization

P.L.U.S
PARENTS, PARISHIONERS & PEOPLE LENDING USEFUL SUPPORT
Please e-mail lucasl@stmarthacs.org for volunteer information or call the Director of 
Development Lynn Lucas at 281-358-5523, Ext. 326

Volunteer Opportunities:
Annual Fund 

Athletics
Box Tops & Campbell’s Soup Labels

Casino Night
Clinic

Communications
Community Parade Celebrations

Family Fun Night
Hospitality/Teacher Appreciation

Library & Book Fair
Recycled Uniform Sales

Room Parent
Science Fair 

SMCS Alumni Association
SMCS Grandparent Association

Spirit Shop 
Steps for Students 
Vocations Expo 

Workroom
Yearbook

Other Organizations
The following groups are not sponsored by St. Martha parish but have a representative 
living within our parish:
· Disciples of Jesus and Mary – Terry Brochu, 713-725-4975
· Girl Scouts – Agnes Brooks, 281-726-3912 or Carla Rosenberger, 832-584-7675
· Marriage Encounter – Becky Kennedy, 281-546-8648, wwmehkw@gmail.com
· Regnum Christi – Connie Hays, 281-358-8236



2013-14 Stewardship Handbook 21

Parish Vision
Baptized into Christ Jesus, we worship as one and reach out to all. 

Parish Mission Statement 
 We, the community of St. Martha, Mary and Lazarus, Friends of Jesus Catholic 
Parish, are committed to our baptismal covenant with Jesus Christ. This covenant is 
manifested in our worship, evangelization, education, stewardship, service and com-
mitment to live as a community of faith. We center our parish life on Christ, Scripture 
and the celebration of the Sacraments in joyous worship and prayerful reflection of His 
love and mercy. We come together as a community of faith, in a spirit of hospitality and 
loving care, to serve one another in times of need and to share in the joys and struggles 
of everyday life in Christ. We provide all members of our diverse community the op-
portunity for spiritual growth through faith formation and the sharing of the richness 
of our Catholic tradition. We, as stewards of God’s gifts, share generously of our time, 
talent and treasure within our community and extend that care to others in fulfilling the 
mission of the Church in the world.
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