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At the end of September I attended a special 
meeting for pastors, deacons, school prin-

cipals, and catechetical leaders from around the 
archdiocese. Cardinal DiNardo had called us to-
gether to introduce the “Catechetical Curriculum 
Framework for Lifelong Faith Formation” and 
he explained that these guidelines for teaching 
the Catholic faith were the result of some five 
years of prayerful study, research, and reflection. 
There is still a lot of serious work to be done on 
these curriculum guidelines for the Archdiocese 
of Galveston-Houston before they are ready to 
be implemented at the parish level but I found 
the Cardinal’s remarks both challenging and in-
spiring.
 There is an old saying that states that most 
people have to interact with the Church when 
they are “hatched, matched and dispatched.” 
This is a somewhat crude way of saying that we 
come or are brought to the Church when we are 
baptized, when we get married, and when we 
are buried. While these are indeed special mo-
ments in our lives of faith, there is so much more 
to our faith journey and development than just 
these times of Church ritual and celebration. Ask 
anyone who has recently come into the Church 
through the RCIA catechumenate experience or 
has had a conversion experience at an ACTS re-
treat, and they will tell you about the joy and 
awesomeness of encountering God as real and 
present in their lives. This personal dimension of 
faith is frequently overlooked or neglected when 
we simply do the bare minimum in practicing 

our Catholic faith.
 The Cardinal spoke eloquently about the 
rationale behind the new guidelines. The final 
instruction of Jesus to the Church as He was 
ascending into heaven was the mandate: “Go 
out and make disciples of all nations.” Thus, 
the Cardinal explained, our vision should be 
“to form transfigured disciples of the Lord Je-
sus who are happy to be members of His body, 
the Church, and are ready and able to carry out 
the Gospel mandate with boldness and confi-
dence.” One of the strongest emphases in the 
new curriculum framework or guidelines is its 
clear insistence on the life-long character of our 
catechetical ministry in the parish. The Cardinal 
spoke of a “womb to tomb” catechesis that was 
clear and intentional in handing on the faith we 
have received from the Lord. He insisted that 
all our catechetical activity be “suffused with 
Scripture” and all texts be comprehensive, co-
herent, and consistent in presenting the faith of 
the Church. While all of us have an indispens-
able role to exercise in this ministry – pastor, 
family, parents, teacher, catechetical leader – the 
whole community teaches by the way we gather 
to celebrate the sacraments, the way we treasure 
our Catholic faith, and the way we reach out in 
service to the larger community. 
 This is quite a challenge and a wonderful 
one to embrace during this Year of Faith!

Fr. Chester Borski
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   Sharing Our Faith
         Securing Our Future…
 “Command those who are rich in this present world not to 
be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncer-
tain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to 
be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 
In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of 
the life that is truly life.” 1 Timothy 6:17-19
 It is hard to believe that 14 months have past since our 
church was dedicated. In our new church home there have 
been so many celebrations of our Christian life. As our par-
ish family continues to grow, I sometimes wonder what our 
founding families might have envisioned over 30 years ago as 
they set out to help establish this new parish of Saints Martha, 
Mary and Lazarus, Friends of Jesus Catholic Church. 

 As a small group gathered with Msgr. Tinney, they were 
challenged to establish a place where families could worship, 
children could learn and all those who seek to know Jesus 
would be welcome.
 Now 33 years later, aren’t those still the goals of our par-
ish? The size of our parish family is a little larger than the 867 
registered families who founded St. Martha’s in 1979, and our 
church is a little larger than the original campus on Woodland 
Hills, but Saint Martha’s mission is still the same: “Baptized 
into Christ Jesus, we worship as one and reach out to all.”

 As our parish family continued to grow it became evi-
dent that the facilities on Woodland Hills would not be able 
to accommodate the increasing 
needs of the many caring, lov-
ing families of our community.   
Subsequently, a Long Range 
Master plan was developed.  
The funding strategy for that 
plan anticipated three capital 
campaigns over about a nine-
year period. In the first phase 
of construction we acquired the 
land, prepared the site and built 
and furnished the church, ad-
ministration building and rec-
tory. The total cost of that first 
construction phase was nearly 
$26 million. Our first campaign raised over $8 million, leav-
ing our debt close to $18 million. 
 Our second Capital Campaign, begun in October 2011, is 
focused on reducing that debt as much as possible over the 
next few years. Currently, 1092 families, only 19.8 percent of 
our parishioners, have pledged $3.9 million to the campaign 
and paid $1.8 million toward those pledges, reducing the loan 
balance to approximately $16.5 million. 
 The required payment on our construction loan is $130,000 
a month. As the existing pledges are paid on their chosen sched-
ules and if unpledged contributions continue as they have re-
cently, together they will contribute about $80,000 per month.  
This $50,000 monthly shortfall will be made up using funds 
accumulated to date in the Capital Campaign savings account.  

After those funds are ex-
hausted, we will make up 
the difference from our 
monthly offertory. 
 The parish staff and 
ministry leaders have al-
ready begun to review 
their budgets for this fis-
cal year and beyond to as-
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   Sharing Our Faith
         Securing Our Future…

SUMMER 2012

sure that your contributions are applied most efficiently. 
 The rate at which we pay off our debt and the length of 
time it takes is dependent on your participation. If 50 percent 

Name:
Address: 
City:                                  Zip:
Phone:
Email:
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued success 
of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary  Hail Mary Adoration Hour
Our Father                     Novena

 Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign
For more information contact Capital Campaingn offi  ce 

at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

My/our gift  to the campaign is:
Total pledge:
First payment:
Balance due:
I/we prefer to pay the balance as following:
 Monthly   Quarterly
 Semi-annual   Annual
 1 year  2 years  3 years

To partiicpate in electronic giving using your credit card, 
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and 
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Offi  ce

Pledge Card

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City:________________________  Zip: ____________  
Phone: _______________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for 
the continued success of our Parish Capital Campaign.
          Rosary          Hail Mary          Adoration Hour       
                  Our Father          Novena
Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign

For more information contact Capital Campaign office
at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

My/our gift to the campaign is:
Total pledge: ____________________
First payment: ___________________
Balance due: ____________________
I/we prefer to pay the balance as follows:
  __ Monthly   __ Quarterly
  __ Semiannually   __ Annually
  __ 1 year   __ 2 years   __ 3 years

To participate in electronic giving using your credit card,
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Office

Pledge Card

of our parish families contributed at least $26 a week or $4 a 
day, we could retire our debt in fewer than six years, as illus-
trated in the charts below.

 You may contribute to the Capital Campaign in a few ways. Electronically, through our new e-funds transfer provider, Faith 
Direct. To use Faith Direct, simply visit www.faithdirect.net and enter our parish code TX497. Or you may make your donation 
to the Capital Campaign using the monthly envelopes or by just dropping a check in the collection basket at Mass. Just make 
sure your donation is marked “Capital Campaign.”
 The founding families of St. Martha’s established a wonderful foundation for our faith. Now we have the opportunity to 
continue that journey and leave a legacy of faith for our children, grandchildren and generations to come. It is our turn to Share 
Our Faith and Secure Our Future.
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Martha’s Kitchen Celebrates 
Twentieth Anniversary

Congratulations to Martha’s Kitchen for twenty years of 
dedicated service to feed the hungry. Martha’s Kitchen 

officially opened for service on Monday, October 26, 1992, at 
11:30 A.M.
 Located at 322 South Jensen in Houston’s Second Ward, 
this modern cafeteria-sized facility just east of downtown 
Houston is the fruition of the late Monsignor William Tinney’s 
challenge to his parishioners to serve the needy by setting up 
a facility and a volunteer team to serve a hot lunch to those in 
need. In 1992, 150 people were served in the first month of 
operation. That number quickly grew to over 250 as the word 
spread. Today, with the support and advocacy of the Monsignor 
Chester Borski, STL, 300-350 hungry men, women and chil-
dren are served a hot lunch Monday-Friday. Martha’s Kitchen 
has served 1,400,000 free meals in 20 years for less than five 
dollars a meal.
 Martha’s Kitchen has been managed by the director, Sister 
Maria Elena Lopez, MCDP, and co-managed by its assistant 
director, Sister Juliane Sandoval, MCDP, for twenty years. 
There are two hourly employed kitchen workers and two paid 
police officers each day. It takes 20 or more volunteers each 

day to prepare, serve, and clean up afterwards. This daily rou-
tine begins only after Sister Maria Elena and Sister Julie have 
previously set up menus, ordered food, scheduled volunteers, 
organized food prep and handled maintenance issues and safe-
ty communication to the volunteers to keep the kitchen run-
ning smoothly and healthfully efficient.
 With grateful hearts, Martha’s Kitchen thanks our es-
teemed clergy, parish council, parish community, and corpo-
rate donors that have made this ministry possible whether it is 
by design, construction, donation or volunteer spirit. The jour-
ney has been worthwhile to offer a place of solace for those in 
need of a friendly smile and a hot meal.
 A Mass of celebration for Martha’s Kitchen’s 20th anni-
versary will be held at 5:00 P.M. on Friday, October 26, 2012, 
at St. Martha’s Church. All are welcome. 

“I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME TO EAT”
May God Bless You!
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Religious Liberty
Our First, Most Cherished 

Freedom
By Deacon Alfredo Soto (adapted from his 4th of July Homily)

The 4th of July is a day of celebrating our Independence, 
an independence which was won and is maintained by the 

sacrifice of many lives. We are celebrating an independence 
that is not absolute. Only God has absolute independence. Our 
independence is dependent on God because he created us and 
every minute of our lives depends on him. This dependence 
on God is clearly stated in our Declaration of Independence. 
It begins like this, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, and that they are endowed 
by their Creator with inalienable rights…” Our nation was 
founded on belief in God. The president takes his oath of office 
by placing his hand on the Bible, the Word of God, and ends 
with, “So help me God.” In our pledge of allegiance we say, 
“One nation under God.” Engraved on our money is “In God 
we trust.” Our Congress has a chaplain, begins each session 
with a prayer and provides for chaplains for the military.
 Our Founding Fathers may have opted for a separation 
of Church and state but not for a separation of God and state. 
What the Constitution guarantees is not freedom FROM reli-
gion but freedom OF religion, freedom to practice religion. 
 Several actions have taken place in recent years that affect 
our religious freedom. The most recent and serious is the man-
date by the Department of Health and Human Services regard-
ing contraception, sterilization, and abortion-inducing drugs. 
The federal government will force religious institutions to fa-
cilitate and fund products contrary to their own moral teaching. 
Further, the mandate purports to define which religious institu-
tions are “religious enough” to merit protection of their religious 
liberty. These features of this mandate amount to an unjust law, 
that is, a law that we as Catholics cannot obey. As Archbishop 
William Lori of Baltimore, Chairman of the Ad Hoc Commit-
tee for Religious Liberty, testified to Congress: “This is not a 
matter of whether contraception may be prohibited by the gov-
ernment. This is not even a matter of whether contraception 
may be supported by the government. Instead, it is a matter 
of whether religious people and institutions may be forced 
by the government to provide coverage for contraception or 
sterilization, even if that violates their religious beliefs.”

 After some haggling earlier this year, the president offered 
an accommodation that shifts the onus of paying for these ser-
vices to the health insurance providers – what Archbishop Lori 
called a shell game. This accommodation is unacceptable.
 The mandate, which will become effective in August 
2013, does not exempt any of the Catholic schools and univer-
sities, hospitals, social centers and multiple other institutions 
or services provided by the Catholic Church, including those 
provided by St. Martha. Should any of these services and in-
stitutions refuse to comply with providing free contraceptives, 
sterilization and abortion-inducing drugs to their staff and pa-
tients, then they would have to pay exorbitant penalties that 
will jeopardize their continuing operations.
 Obviously, what is at stake here is not a discussion about 
contraception but about the freedom of Catholics and other 
religions to worship, operate and conduct their activities with-
out the government imposing conditions or regulations that go 
against their beliefs. This unjust law clearly violates the First 
Amendment to the Constitution that starts with the follow-
ing statement: “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof.” 
 This is our American heritage, our most cherished free-
dom. It is the first freedom because if we are not free in our 
conscience and our practice of religion, all other freedoms are 
fragile. If our obligations and duties to God are impeded, or 
even worse, contradicted by the government, then we can no 
longer claim to be a land of the free and a beacon of hope for 
the world. 
 As Catholics and as Americans we are obliged to defend 
the right to religious liberty for ourselves and for others. We are 
happily joined in this by our fellow Christians and believers of 
other faiths. This is the time to prove to ourselves and others 
that we are true Catholics regardless of the consequences. 
 Many brave heroes have given their lives that we may have 
our cherished freedom. They have faced the challenges from 
without with steely resolution. What we face now is a clear 
threat to our religious freedom from within. We must be as 
resolute in our decision to face this challenge.
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St. Martha Catholic School
Pre-K through 8th Grade

St. Martha recognized by Cardinal DiNardo 
at Astros’ Catholic Family Night!

In the pre-game ceremony at the Astros’ game on September 17, 
Cardinal DiNardo presented an award to Mrs. Lewis, principal, in 
recognition of St. Martha’s tremendous spirit and participation 
in the 2012 Steps for Students campaign for Catholic education.  
SMCS families and friends attended the game at Minute Maid 
Park and showed Houston our spirit and pride in our wonderful 
parish school.

St. Martha School would like to extend thanks to Fr. T.J, Msgr. 
Borski, and all the school and parish community members who 
generously supported and promoted SMCS in our Steps for 
Students campaign.  Your support allows us to promote our faith 
and the  development of mind, heart and spirit in our children.

STEPS FOR STUDENTS 5K WALK/RUN*FEBRUARY 2, 2013
Sacred Heart Co-Cathedral * Downtown Houston

This 5K Walk/Run sponsored by  our Archdiocese raises awareness of the importance of a Catholic 
education and provides much needed funds for all our Catholic schools.  St. Martha School will bring 
its Crusaders for Christ team comprised of students, their families, friends and other St. Martha 
parishioners to walk and run to support Catholic Education and our parish school.

Our Crusaders need your support! Register to be a walker or runner on the SMCS team!  If you are not able to join us on the team, 
you may support us with a donation to Fr. Alfonso’s fundraising page as he will be participating on the SMCS team this year.  Your 
donation to his page at www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/fralfonsotran will directly and fully benefit SMCS.   

For more information about Steps for Students or participating in the event, please visit www.stmarthacs.org or contact Lynn Lucas 
at lucasl@stmarthacs.org.  Your gift to support St. Martha Catholic School is an investment in the future of our community as the 
school continues its mission to educate young people in mind, heart and spirit.

For more information about SMCS, please visit our website at www.stmarthacs.org

The Mission of St. Martha Catholic School is to provide a quality education sharing
in the total Catholic formation of each person by developing mind, heart and spirit.
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Cookie Exchange

FALL 2012

Join us for the first
St. Martha's Old Fashion
Christmas Cookie Exchange

on Saturday, Dec 1, 2012
in the Narthex of the Church

from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

What to Bring:
 4 1/2 dozen cookies, (the half 

dozen is for the tasting table)
 copies of your recipe
 $50 donation to the Capital 

Campaign.
What you go home with:
8 different half dozen cookie treats for 

the Christmas Holidays.

Call 281-713-8965 to reserve a spot.

Join us for the first St. Martha’s Old 
Fashion Christmas Cookie Exchange on 

Saturday, December 1, 2012, in the Narthex 
of the Church from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

What to Bring:
 * 4 1/2 dozen cookies, (the half dozen is for the 
    tasting table)

 * copies of your recipe

 * $50 donation to the Capital Campaign.

What you go home with:
 * 8 different half dozen cookie treats for the 
    Christmas Holidays.

Call 281-713-8965 to reserve a spot.

Mass Schedule for Upcoming 
Holydays and Holidays

NOVEMBER 1 - ALL SAINTS DAY
6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m. (School Mass), Noon, 7:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER 2 - ALL SOULS DAY
8:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER 22 - THANKSGIVING DAY
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

DECEMBER 8 - IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
December 7 (Vigil): 7:30 p.m.
December 8: 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m.

DECEMBER 12 – OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
7:00 p.m. Mass 

DECEMBER 19 - PARISH PENANCE SERVICE
6:30 p.m.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
December 24 (Vigil): 4:00 p.m. Children’s Mass (Nativity
Pageant begins at 3:30 p.m.), 7:00 p.m., Midnight.
December 25: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. (Spanish 
Mass)

JANUARY 1 – MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
December 31 (Vigil): 5:30 p.m.
January 1: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. (Spanish 
Mass)
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2012-2013 Family Stewardship Covenant

St. Martha Catholic Church

Family Name: 

__________________________________________________

Address: 

__________________________________________________

E-mail Address: 

__________________________________________________

Phone: 

__________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: 

__________________________________________________

Cell Phone: 

__________________________________________________

Recognizing that all we have and all that we possess are gifts from God and desiring to grow as a good steward of the gifts 

God has given us, we have prayerfully considered how God is calling us to serve him.  In response to His Great Love for us, 

we enter into the following Stewardship Covenant with God: 

TIME Prayer is the beginning of stewardship.  I would like to spend time with God in prayer to be better 

prepared to offer myself in service to others.  

 
PRAYER OFFERING  

FAMILY MEMBER(S)

 m  Attend Mass every Sunday & Holy Day 
 _______________________________________

 m  Attend weekday Mass at least once per week  _______________________________________

 m  Spend time each day in personal prayer 
 _______________________________________

 m  Invite someone to Mass 

 _______________________________________

 m  Pray together with my family 

 _______________________________________

 m  Read the Bible each week 

 _______________________________________

 m  Pray the Rosary at least once per week 
 _______________________________________

 m  Go to Confession regularly 

 _______________________________________

 m  Visit Jesus in the Adoration Chapel 
 _______________________________________

 m  Pray for our Church and civic leaders 
 _______________________________________

TALENTS  I commit to serve the people of St. Martha and my community through the parish programs and 

services which I have indicated here, and I pledge to take part in training and formation, to serve for the greater 

good of the community, joyfully and with responsible care and reliability.  

 
m  I will continue my involvement in the ministries that I am currently participating in as indicated 

 
      below.

 

Ministry 

Member Name

 
1.   ____________________________ 

 _______________________________

 
2.   ____________________________ 

 _______________________________

 
3.   ____________________________ 

 _______________________________

 
4.   ____________________________ 

 _______________________________

 
5.   ____________________________ 

 _______________________________

 
6.   ____________________________ 

 _______________________________

 
m  After reading through the Ministry Handbook and making a prayerful discernment, I would like to  

 
      support the following ministries with the gift of my time and talent.  

 

Ministry 

Member Name

 
1.   ____________________________ 

 _______________________________

 
2.   ____________________________ 

 _______________________________

 
3.   ____________________________ 

 _______________________________

 
4.   ____________________________ 

 _______________________________

 
5.   ____________________________ 

 _______________________________

 
6.   ____________________________ 

 _______________________________

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

          
          

 continue on other side

It’s Not Too Late!!!
If you haven’t turned in your Stewardship Covenant, it’s not too late! Every family is asked to participate 
in our Stewardship Renewal. This means prayerfully committing to spend TIME with God, to use your 
TALENT in parish ministries, and to give portions of your TREASURE to the weekly offertory. Please 
turn in your Stewardship Covenant to the parish office. This will dramatically reduce the number of 
follow-up letters we will send to parishioners. Thank you for sharing your gifts with our parish!


