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Shortly after being assigned to St. Martha 
parish in 2001, I was asked to name two 

or three fundamental faith convictions I had 
concerning my role as a pastor. I gave that 
question some careful reflection and offered 
this response. I stated that I believed that the 
most radical thing that could ever happen to 
a human being was to be claimed by God as 
His very own child. This awesome event hap-
pened to me when my parents and godparents 
brought me to St. Stanislaus Church in Ander-
son, TX, the last day of February, 1941, and I 
was baptized. Whenever we gather as a faith 
community to celebrate the Sacraments, I am 
quite aware that I share this “divine adoption 
status” with all the parishioners. It is also a 
special blessing for me to assist those prepar-
ing for Baptism, either for themselves or for 
their young children.
 The second conviction I mentioned was 
that I believed that the most influential docu-
ment that was produced by the Church Fathers 
at the Second Vatican Council was the decree 
that restored the adult catechumenate to the life 
of the parish. This may seem as an unusual se-
lection since that document did not appear until 
several years after the Council was over. How-
ever, I still maintain that the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults has transformed parish life 
and ministry more than any other ecclesiastical 
decree or constitution. This RCIA process, by 
which people interested in the Catholic faith 
can gradually come to understand and embrace 
the teachings of Jesus Christ as taught by the 
Catholic Church, has done more to transform 

and renew parish life than any other Council 
document. This process not only leads the can-
didates to conversion of heart but it also helps 
change the lives of those responsible for their 
formation in the faith, especially those who 
serve as sponsors. In fact the entire parish is re-
newed by witnessing and celebrating the RCIA 
events during Lent and at the Easter Vigil.
 The final conviction I shared was the be-
lief that the most priestly service that I could 
offer the people of St. Martha was to preach 
and celebrate well. I have conscientiously tried 
to hold myself to this commitment. I realize 
that the hour or so that parishioners attend 
Sunday Mass every week is a privileged time. 
If I can just say something that enables people 
to know that God loves and takes care of them, 
I know that I have made some small contribu-
tion to the development of their life of faith. If 
I can offer people a glimpse or an experience 
of God’s compassion in the manner in which I 
preside at the Eucharist, then I believe I have 
helped them on their journey to God. 
 It has been almost ten years since I offered 
these reflections and I can state that my con-
victions have only grown stronger over time. 
They resonate beautifully with the parish vi-
sion statement that was adopted by our parish 
staff and pastoral council several years ago: 
Baptized into Christ Jesus, we worship as one 
and reach out to all.
 

Fr. Chester L. Borski
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Creating Our New  
Church Home 

 “Just as a body, though one, has many parts, and all its 
many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were 
all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body - whether 
Jews or Gentiles, slave or free - and we were all given the one 
Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part but 
many.” 1 Corinthians 12-14

 When our St. Martha community began this building proj-
ect, many committees joined in a coordinated effort to make 
the dream of a new church a reality.

Building and Planning Committee: 
 The process began in 2004 when the Building and Planning 
Committee did an extensive study including the demograph-
ics of the area, which identified the estimated growth in the 
vicinity. The conclusions of the analysis were instrumental in 
creating the master plan for the parish. The study revealed the 
projected growth for our parish in its current location would be 
very problematic, so expanding the existing campus was not a 

viable option. The results also served as the basis for identify-
ing the needs and wants of the parish ministries and parish 
community. 
 With these considerations in hand, the Building and Plan-
ning Committee recommended to Msgr. Chester Borski, Pas-
tor of St. Martha, that the parish needed to consider a new 

site. With architectural assistance, the Building and Planning 
Committee developed a master plan, taking into consideration 
results of the parish survey and study. A master plan was de-
veloped, and the committee set out to research where it would 
be most advantageous to build a new church. The Building 
and Planning Committee researched and recommended the 
purchase of the 35 acres off of North Park Drive for the full 
development of the new St. Martha site. 
 “Our first order of business was to locate a tract of land 
that was large enough to accommodate our growing parish 
community.” said Craig Alexander, chairman of the Building 
and Planning Committee. “The site needed to be in the King-
wood area and capable of supporting a vibrant parish that was 
projected to grow to 6,000 families within the next ten years 
or so. The process of selecting and developing the site along 
with managing the first phase of the project, which includes 
design and construction of the church, administration building 
and rectory has been both an exciting and challenging time for 
the Building and Planning Committee.”
 Committee members Stan Sarman, Wayne Theis, Gayle 
Hogwood, Theresa Miller, Phillip Fraissinet, Msgr. Borski, 
Steve Teets, Rick Frantz and Craig Alexander represent the St. 
Martha community and share their experience and expertise 
in the areas of construction, engineering and project manage-
ment.
 “Once the property was secured in 2006, the Building and 
Planning Committee began the process of interviewing archi-
tects for the project,” said Rick Frantz, Building and Planning 
member and the owner representative for the project. The ar-
chitect was selected and began work on the project in Novem-
ber of 2007. In the same time frame, JEDunn was selected as 
the general contractor.
 The Building and Planning Committee also oversees all 
work done at the site, along with the contractor and architect 
to ensure any discrepancies are properly addressed.
 “Rick Frantz acts as the owner’s representative for St. 
Martha at the site.” said Craig. “He is there almost on a daily 
basis checking on the progress and communicating with the 
contractor and architect in order that any problems, questions 

Building and Planning Committee from left to right: Steve 
Teets, Rick Frantz, Gayle Hogwood, Msgr. Borski, Craig Al-
exander, Stan Sarman, Theresa Miller, Wayne Theis
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and concerns might be identified and addressed by the com-
mittee in a timely manner. As you might imagine, there are 
many details that must be dealt with on a project this large. 
The Building and Planning Committee has been structured to 
include a diverse group of individuals each who bring to the 
table a special talent, knowledge or skill set. It is this range of 
talent that allows us to address issues in a timely manner and 
avoid unnecessary costs or schedule delays that might impact 
the project.”
 The Building and Planning Committee also works in con-

junction with other committees, such as the Liturgical Design 
Committee, as well as vendors and consultants to ensure an 
organized effort in completing the new church building. 
 Another tool used to monitor quality control and sched-
ule are the biweekly on-site construction meetings, conducted 
by JEDunn. These meetings are attended by members of the 
Building and Planning and Liturgical Design Committees and 
provide updates on construction progress, as well as identify 
and address pertinent issues affecting the project. 
 “There are a number of unexpected issues that can occur 
during the construction of any building,” said Rick Frantz. 
“This phase of the project is more then just building a church, 
administration building and rectory. Our master plan encom-
passes the growth and expansion of the entire 35 acres. That 
is why the ‘chiller yard,’ for example is designed to take into 
consideration room for the projected HVAC capacity. Other 
utilities such as storm drainage, sanitary sewer, electrical, 
water, phone, gas and IT systems for the entire campus are 

planned now and for future needs. We can not afford to have 
any major discrepancies in the building and planning process, 
there is too much at stake for our parish community.”
 It has taken over 30 years to grow the current campus of 
St. Martha, so in planning for the new campus, the members 
of the committee made sure there was the room for growth 
to provide for our St. Martha community for generations to 
come.
 “St. Martha is a wonderful, vibrant parish community,” 
said Rick. “We have grown so much over the years, and look-
ing ahead, we hope to continue to grow. Our parish growth has 
been one of the greatest challenges of planning for the future 
while making sure that our future generations can enjoy and be 
fulfilled by the same vibrant, energetic community, who are so 
willing to share God’s goodness.”
 To help with the planning of the interior of the church and 
administration building, the Building and Planning Committee 
recommended to Msgr. Borski the formation of a Liturgical 
Design Committee.

Liturgical Design Committee
 In the spring of 2007, 26 people first gathered to start the 
process of deciding the interior of the new church. This group 
was called the Liturgical Design Committee. 
 “The process began by meeting with Jim Ross, a member 
of the Archdiocesan Liturgical Commission,” said Gayle Hog-
wood, Liturgist of St. Martha and member of the Liturgical 
Design Committee. “We met several times with Mr. Ross to 
review church doctrine regarding the requirements and guide-
lines of designing and building a church.”
 The committee also heard the results of the parish survey 
that revealed the needs and requirements of each ministry and 
parish community. For example, the large number of parishio-
ners who gave voice to need of pews with kneelers.
 After weeks of reviewing information and discussing the 
power point slides of the interior and exterior of church archi-
tecture, the committee set out to view some of their favorite 
church designs in person. 
 “In discussing our thoughts regarding the various items 
that will be in a church, it helped to formulate a system to 
visit other churches, whether they were new or renovated, and 
review their architectural layout and design,” Gayle added. “It 
became easier to talk about the committee’s likes and dislikes 
and what the committee felt worked in some churches, but 
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might not work in our new church.” 
 Then the committee, based on their observations and in-
formation, began the process of formulating the interior plan 
for the new church.
 “We broke into two groups, cut out pictures of the items 
and blocks for the room placement,” Gayle said. “Then the 
two groups came together to explain their placement of rooms 
and items. This was a wonderful way of broadening our under-
standing of what our new church would look like with all the 
creative talent in our parish.”
 The recommendations from the Liturgical Design Com-
mittee then went to the Building and Planning Committee for 
review. After the Building and Planning Committee reviewed 
the recommendations from the Liturgical Design Committee, 
and they were accepted, the next step was to find vendors and 
begin the process of pricing the various religious items. The 
Building and Planning Committee worked closely with the 
Liturgical Design Committee to implement liturgical require-
ments and necessary design or architectural modifications. 
 “It was during this collaboration process that more ideas 
were created which produced the wonderful new church build-
ing off North Park Drive,” added Gayle. 
 It was in the fall of 2009, when Liturgical Consultant, Ken 
Griesemer met with the group. He led the group with ideas 
of specific items, as well as how all the articles in the church 
relate to our Catholic faith. For example, the reasoning behind 
why the Baptismal Fount in the new church would be formed 
in an octagonal shape. 
 “The reason the baptismal fount has eight sides comes 
from the early Church Fathers and how they spoke of Baptism 
as a part of the new life won for us by Jesus Christ,” explained 
Msgr. Chester Borski. “According to the Church Fathers this 
new life, the “eighth day,” is one that is shared by the Trinity. 
In other words, God fashioned the world in six days and rested 
on the seventh day; the eighth day is the new creation. The 
Baptismal Fount’s eight sides symbolize the ‘new creation’ we 
now live.”
 The detail and importance given all items in the new 
church is amazing. Even the door pulls have a special signifi-
cance. The pulls are made of oil-rubbed bronze material and 
are in the shape of twisted rope representing the strong rope 

used to outline the nets used by fishermen. 
 Other members of the Liturgical Design Committee in-
strumental in creating articles for the new church are Robin 
and Donna Rueby. “Donna is our resident artist,” said Gayle. 
“She has been able to work with the artists and local vendors 
to convey the thoughts and colors chosen for the mosaic and 
stained glass windows. Robin has been commissioned to build 
the presider’s chair and deacon chairs.” 
 Donna also worked with committee member Erv Baumey-
er to hand select the rainforest granite, which will frame the 
glass wall behind the altar area. The rainforest granite reflects 
the story of creation shown through the veins of brown which 
are vines and branches, the blue represented the water and 

green represented the growth of vegetation in the forest. 
 Another parishioner preparing special items for the new 
church is Mike Kaney. “Mike is crafting life-sized bronze 
sculptures of Martha, Mary, Lazarus and Jesus for the plaza 
area.” explained Gayle. “These sculptures will take quite a bit 
of time, but they reflect so vividly the hospitality of our St. 
Martha Community. This is an exciting addition to our new 
church, but statues take time to create. We look forward to 
adding them by our second summer at the new campus. They 
are lovely works of art, and we are so grateful for Mike’s time 
and contribution.”
 The Liturgical Design Committee met once a week for over 
two years, with the exception of Christmas and Easter time. 
The Liturgical Design Committee consists of Donna Rueby, 

Sample of Rainforest Granite
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Erv Baumeyer, Msgr. Borski, Gayle Hogwood, Linda Sarman, 
Theresa Miller, Pam Rockwell, Wayne Theis and Steve Teets.
 It is the countless hours of many people volunteering their 
time and talent to come together to build a church that honors 
our past and will envision our future.  

 “Our goal is to build a church that welcomes everyone into 
a Holy Place,” added Gayle. “Where people can pray, worship 
and adore the Loving God that has Blessed our faith commu-
nity.”

Capital Campaign Prayer
 
Heavenly Father,
Send your Holy Spirit upon us, your people.
Fill our minds and hearts with the fire of your love.
In the mystery of your divine plan,
give us vision to seek your truth,
and grant us the strength and courage to lovingly accept 
your will.
Give us guidance in the decisions we must make,
so that in all we do, 
we do it for the honor and glory of your name.
Grant that the work we do now in this world
will ensure the presence of your reign on earth,
until you come in glory.
Help us to see that what we must build
is not just brick and stone,
but love, compassion, and understanding among 
all people.
We are building your holy city.
In your love, hear our prayer for vision and guidance,
which we make in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

Honoring Our Past, Envisioning Our Future Pledge Card
My/our gift to the campaign is:
Total pledge:  _______________________
Down payment:  _____________________
Signature:  _________________________
Balance Due:  ______________________

I/we prefer to pay the balance as follows:
□ Monthly □ Semiannually
□ Quarterly  □ Annually
If giving by credit card, please provide card type, 
account number and expiration date
Card Type:  _____________________________
Account #:  ______________________________
Expiration Date:  _________________________
Signature:  ______________________________

Memorial Opportunities are still available. For more information contact: St. Martha Capital Campaign Office 281-358-6637 Ext 285
Please return completed form to Parish Office

Please contact me at:
Name:
Address:
City: Zip:
Phone:
E-mail:
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued 
success of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary                    Hail Mary                         Adoration Hour
Our Father              Novena Capital              Campaign Prayer
I would also like to help in one or more of the following areas.
Housekeeping
Refreshment
Hospitality
Guide

Liturgical Design Committee left to right: Wayne Theis, Erv 
Baumeyer, Steve Teets, Msgr. Borski, Linda Sarman, Theresa 
Miller, Pam Rockwell, Donna Rueby Gayle Hogwood.
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St. Martha 
Catholic School

Crusader Open
Kingwood Country Club

Friday, May 13, 2011

Sponsor Party May 6, 2011

Presenting Sponsors:

Registration forms available in the parish bulletin and the school and church offices. For more 
information, please contact Lynn Lucas at lucasl@stmartha.com

ST. MARTHA CATHOLIC SCHOOL celebrated the very first baseball game in 
the school’s history on Friday, March 4, 2011. The special event was kicked 
off with the ceremonial first pitch being thrown by Msgr. Chester Borski to 
Fr. T. J. Dolce, who also led the crowd in the National Anthem. The first 
SMCS Crusader baseball team defeated St. Edward’s Monarchs by a score of 
5-1 in the historic game. 

 The school is 
currently register-
ing students in Pre-K 
through 8th grade for 
the 2011-2012 school 
year. 
 For more informa-
tion, please contact 
Registrar Jan Rodine at 281-358-5523 or visit the school 
website at www.stmarthacs.org. 

 The mission of St. Martha Catholic School is to provide 
a quality education, sharing in the total Catholic formation of 
each person by developing mind, heart and spirit. 
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Characteristics of a 
Christian Steward - Trust

 But Jesus called for the children, saying, “Let the little 
children come to Me. Do not shut them off. The reign of God 
belongs to such as these. Trust Me when I tell you that whoever 
does not accept the kingdom of God as a child will not enter 
into it.” (Luke 18: 16-17)
 Mary said, “I am the servant of the Lord. Let it be done to 
me as you say.” (Luke 1: 38)
 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, 
and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and His disciples had 
likewise been invited to the celebration. At a certain point the 
wine ran out, and Jesus’ mother told Him, “They have no more 
wine.” Jesus replied, “Woman, how does this concern of yours 
affect Me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother instructed 
those who were waiting on table, “Do whatever He tells you.” 
(John 2: 1-5)

To trust is to become like a little child. Think of how read-
ily a small child places her hand in that of her father’s. 

With such a simple action, she lets him know that she is fully 
confident he will take care of her and lead her where she needs 
to go.
 That complete trust is what our heavenly Father asks of 
us. Faith in Him at all times. Confidence in His boundless love 
and mercy. Trust that He will always provide for our greatest 
good, even if the way to it includes pain and suffering. Job 
realized this when he said, “We accept good things from God; 
and should we not accept evil?” (Job 2: 10) And, in the most 
profound statement of trust, he cried, “Slay me though He 
might, I will wait for Him.” (Job 13: 15) Likewise, Abraham’s 
trust in the Lord was put to the test, and ultimately, even that 
of Jesus in His Father: “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup 
from Me; yet not My will but Yours be done.” (Lk 22: 42)
 Each of us trusts God to some extent. But the measure 
of our trust comes not when the sun is shining, the bills are 
paid, the appliances are all working, and everyone we know 
and love is healthy and happy. Trust proves itself with the con-
fidence we have in Him through difficult, dry times--periods 
of desolation, sorrow, and pain.

 Again and again, Jesus corrected His apostles for their 
lack of trust in Him. Knowing that even those closest to Christ 
struggled at times with trusting Him is somewhat consoling. It 
gives us hope to renew our confidence in Him after we fail to 
trust fully. It also gives us hope to look to Mary, who so fully 
trusted God to lift her beyond herself in order to do whatever 
He asked of her. She is a model of the confidence we can show 
Him. And what could please God more? As our heavenly Fa-
ther, how can He help but respond to such childlike trust with 
anything but overwhelming love and care for us?

Trust and Stewardship
 A stewardship way of life does not guarantee a life without 
pain and suffering. In fact, throughout time, the saints have 
recognized that the more one shares in the sufferings of Christ, 
the more one grows to be like Him.
 As we strive to be more faithful stewards of God’s bless-
ings, sometimes we find ourselves wanting to bargain with the 
Lord, telling Him we will give more back to Him so long as He 
keeps certain crosses away from us. Or, we let Him know that 
while we will give a great deal back to Him in some areas, He 
shouldn’t expect us to give as fully in others.
 The moment of truth arrives when pain does enter our 
lives, or we are confronted with the realization that we are still 
holding back in our giving.

Characteristics of a Christian Steward
Diocese of Wichita

Spring 2011
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Holy Week Schedule
ANOINTING OF THE SICK MASS: Wednesday, April 20, at 10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
HOLY THURSDAY MASS, April 21— 7:30 p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY, April 22— 3 p.m. - Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of the Cross, and Holy Communion
        — 7:30 p.m. - Stations of the Cross
EASTER VIGIL, April 23— 8:30 p.m.
EASTER SUNDAY, April 24—7 a.m., 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the Church and FLC, 1:00 p.m.

Second Family
 Members of Second Family Teams from St. Martha King-
wood and St. Ignatius of Loyola Spring congratulate Archbishop 
Joseph Fiorenza who was honored with a Sustaining Presence 
Award by Interfaith Care Partners of Houston at the Sweet Char-
ity Benefit Dinner Sunday, February 27th. 
 If you would like to learn more about St. Martha’s Sec-
ond Family please contact Peggy Wehe, 218-360-3244, e-mail  
stmartha2ndfamily@gmail.com.
 Pictured from left to right: Amanda Prewitt – St. Ignatius 
Spring, Irene Storkan – St. Martha, Ann Purcell – St. Martha, 
Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza, Peggy Wehe – St. Martha, Linda 
O’Toole – St. Martha, Sharon Murphy – St. Ignatius.


