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In the midst of so much “bad news” that we 
hear each day about wars, violence, and 

hate throughout our world, there is one clear 
and distinctive voice calling us to hope and 
joy: Pope Francis. I continue to be uplifted by 
his commentary on life in our world and his 
challenge for each Christian to be a witness 
to “the joy of the Gospel.” In his Apostolic 
Exhortation bearing that name, Pope Francis 
indicated how we can do exactly that: “I invite 
all Christians, everywhere at this very mo-
ment, to a renewed personal encounter with 
Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to letting 
him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this 
unfailingly each day.”
 One of the special opportunities we have 
to encounter the Lord at St. Martha is our 
ACTS Retreats. Through the generosity and 
dedication of so many of our parishioners, we 
have at least six retreats scheduled each year 
to provide individuals with the setting where 
such a “personal encounter” can take place. I 
encourage all who have not taken advantage 
of these retreats to consider doing so. We are 
blessed to have over one thousand adults from 
our parish who have made an ACTS retreat 
and they have added so much to the faith life 
of our parish.
 Several months ago I spent three and a 
half days with some of my priest classmates 
who were ordained with me in 1967. All of us 
recounted our time of preparing for the priest-

hood and studying during the events of the 
Second Vatican Council. Each of us had a sim-
ilar assessment: Pope Francis has re-inspired 
us as Christians and as priests in the same way 
that Pope John XXIII inspired the universal 
church some fifty years ago. The Holy Spirit 
has gifted us with a wonderful guide!
 As you read the articles in this newsletter, 
allow the Holy Father’s call to be witnesses of 
hope and joy to inspire you and your family to 
become actively engaged in making this hap-
pen for everyone. The recent parish survey in-
dicates that we have many excellent programs 
in place which can help us grow spiritually. In 
response to the findings of that survey, a series 
on prayer has been put together for you during 
the months of November and December. The 
report on the generosity of our parish family 
in contributing to the Capital Campaign mani-
fests a commitment to provide well for such 
experiences in the future and for the ongoing 
growth of St. Martha. All of this “good news” 
can enable us to be messengers of the Gospel 
and witnesses to hope.

Thank you for choosing to be a member of our 
parish family.

Fr. Chester Borski
Pastor 
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A Reason for Hope --- 
Results from the Parish  

Survey at St. Martha
St. Peter encouraged the early Christians to be people of 

hope. “Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for your hope” (I Peter 3:15). This 
is great advice to us as we give witness to our Christian faith in 
today’s world. In fact, hope is a prerequisite for discipleship. 
We believe in the resurrection, and we believe that through 
baptism we are on a journey to God the Father, with His Son 
Jesus walking alongside us and the Holy Spirit giving us cour-
age. In our pilgrimage of faith sometimes it is very helpful to 
stop and “smell the roses” and recognize the reasons for our 
hope.
 As you may remember that as Lent began, St. Martha was 
invited to take part in a national study of Catholic parishes. 
We had 1,013 of our parishioners complete the survey entitled 
“Disciple Maker Index,” and this represented a 33 percent re-
sponse of those emailed. This was an excellent response for a 
large parish like ours. In this article we would like to give a 
summary of the results of that survey. 

Disciple Maker Index (DMI)
 The Disciple Maker Index was created by Catholic Lead-
ership Institute to provide parish leaders with meaningful data 
on the spiritual growth of parishioners and overall parish ef-
fectiveness.
 Year 1 of the three-year national pilot study was conducted 
in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston and the Dioceses of 
Tulsa and Pittsburgh. The survey was open from February 17 
to March 10, 2014, and 16 pastors responsible for 21 parishes 
participated. 
 Catholic Leadership Institute partnered with Measuring 
Success for the survey design and analysis. Of the parishioners 
emailed, the average response rate was 41 percent, which ex-
ceeded expectations. The total sample size of 8,786 responses 
is statistically valid for this population.

Parish Net Promoter Score (NPS)
 Across for-profit and non-profit sectors, the big question, 
“how likely are you to recommend ___ to a friend?” has prov-
en to be the best predictor of an organization’s future growth 
or struggles.

 The question identifies those who will, unsolicited, speak 
positively about your parish (promoters) and those who will, 
unsolicited, speak negatively about your parish (detractors). 
Organizations with more promoters than detractors are more 
likely to grow in the future.
 The survey results were very encouraging. On the national 
level - 57 percent of respondents strongly agreed that they 
would recommend their parish to a friend. Given the majority 
of respondents are regular Mass attendees, this is not a huge 
surprise and is a strength to be leveraged.
 The top six factors that were most highly correlated with 
those likely to recommend their parish to a friend were:

1. Likelihood to recommend my pastor to a friend
2. Parish helps me grow spiritually
3. Offering vibrant and engaging Sunday Masses
4. Preaching and homilies that connect my faith with 
 my everyday life 
5. Forming me as a disciple of Jesus Christ
6. Making me feel welcome and accepted

Parish Effectiveness in Forming Disciples
 While the Net Promoter Score is an important metric in 
predicting the future growth or struggles of a parish, it is not 
the only metric. Attending to that metric alone can foster a 
consumerist mentality in parishioners, which is not healthy.
 Pope Francis writes in Evangelii Gaudium, “The parish 
is the presence of the Church in a given territory, an environ-
ment for hearing God’s word, for growth in the Christian life, 
for dialogue, proclamation, charitable outreach, worship and 
celebration.[27] In all its activities the parish encourages and 
trains its members to be evangelizers.[28]” 
 The DMI assessed parish effectiveness in forming dis-
ciples who can form disciples. There is great opportunity for 
parishes to improve here.
 Only 22 percent strongly agreed that the parish helps them 
develop a personal prayer life that connects them with God. 
Parishes need to find new ways to teach their people how to 
pray and grow in their relationship with the Lord.
 If a parish is supposed to train its members to be evan-
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gelizers in all its activities, a key first step could be to teach 
Catholics how to share the story of Jesus. Only 16 percent of 
respondents strongly agree that the parish equips them to have 
conversations with family and friends in this way.
 The good news is that the respondents are interested in 
growing more spiritually. Parishioners identified themselves 
in one of four stages of their Catholic Journey:

1. I consider myself Catholic, though faith is not a  
 significant part of my life - 4 percent
2. I practice my Catholic faith, but do not know Jesus 
 personally like a friend - 27 percent
3. I have personally encountered Jesus Christ and am 
 growing as a disciple – 38 percent
4. My relationship with Jesus Christ is the most 
 important relationship in my life – 31 percent

 A minority in each stage reported that they were content 
staying where they were spiritually. For the majority, there is 
a hunger and an unmet need for spiritual growth. As the pres-
ence of the Church in a given area, the parish can and must fill 
that need.

Top Strengths and Opportunities

Leadership and Spiritual Growth
Sixty percent of respondents from St. Martha’s strongly agree 
that they would recommend the parish and the pastor to a 
friend. Only 10 percent disagreed. This is a very positive sign 
for the future growth of the parish. 

 Out of all parishes in the first wave of the DMI pilot, St. 
Martha’s was ranked second in one of the most critical “disci-
ple-making” metrics. Almost half of the respondents strongly 
agree the parish helps them grow spiritually. Bible studies, de-
votions, and Eucharistic Adoration were all seen as strengths 
of the parish.
 In support of spiritual growth, 41 percent of respondents 
reported going on a retreat at least once a year, which is the 
highest percentage of any parish in the pilot. Retreats are cor-
related with growth in the Catholic journey from a practicing 
a faith of habit to a developing a personal relationship with 
Jesus, so this is a great sign for the parish.

Praying and Preaching

 The feedback from the people of St. Martha’s was very 
helpful on so many levels and will be used as a resource for 
decision-making going forward. Two opportunities were pri-
oritized for immediate action.
 St. Martha’s was ranked second in respondents who 
strongly agree the parish helps them develop a personal prayer 
life that connects them with God (30 percent), but this was 
equal to the percent who disagree and is an area the parish 
would like to improve.
 Parishioners also identified an opportunity to improve the 
preaching and homilies in the parish. The clergy and parish 
leaders will meet to discuss ways to improve the connection 
between the Scriptures and the daily challenges of the people 
of St. Martha’s.

Continued on page 4

Survey Continued

Almost half of St. Martha’s respondents strongly agree 
the parish helps them grow spiritually

Parish Helps Me Grow Spiritually
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My parish helps me grow spiritually as a Catholic

St. Martha’s has a very strong NPS
for the Parish and the Pastor
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Survey Continued 
& Capital Campaign Update

Thank You!
 St. Martha’s Catholic Church would like to thank all who 
took the time to participate in the Disciple Maker Index par-
ish survey. It is our plan to administer this every two years to 
measure our growth and identify new opportunities to improve 
our effectiveness. It is one more piece of the puzzle to help us 
in sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ and forming mis-
sionary disciples.

Capital Campaign Update
 In the January 2012 issue of this newsletter we chron-
icled the journey to our new parish campus. It recalled 
events from the 2004 survey of parishioners’ wants and 
needs through the dedication of the new church in August 

2011 and the beginning of our Second Capital Campaign. 
A copy of that article is available on our parish website: 
http://www.stmartha.com/new-campus-journey.
 The total cost of the first phase of building on the Wood-
ridge campus was $25 million, including land acquisition and 
site preparation. Our First Capital Campaign raised $8 million, 
most of which was applied directly to costs during construc-
tion. Consequently, the initial balance of our construction loan 
was nearly $18 million. The Second Capital Campaign will 
conclude at the end of this year, very likely having raised a 
little more than $6 million. Pledges to that campaign topped 
out at $4.6 million and will be fulfilled at nearly 100 percent. 
However, unpledged contributions will have accounted for an-
other $1.5 million. About 30 percent of the families registered 
with the parish have participated in each of the two capital 
campaigns. Their generosity has been extraordinary.
 We pay $140,000 per month on the construction loan, 
$105,000 against principal and $35,000 in interest. Our cur-
rent balance on the new campus debt is $14.3 million. At this 
rate, even if contributions to our capital campaigns continue 
at the same level as in the past several years, it will take us 
another 10 to 12 years to retire the debt and proceed with the 
next phase of building to move more of the parish’s facilities 
onto the Woodridge campus. 
 As we said in the newsletter article referenced above, “A 
Third Capital Campaign will almost certainly be necessary.” 
We expect to start that campaign sometime after the beginning 
of 2015. Your prayers and participation will determine when 
we may proceed with the next step in our journey. 

Name:
Address: 
City:                                  Zip:
Phone:
Email:
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued success 
of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary  Hail Mary Adoration Hour
Our Father                     Novena

 Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign
For more information contact Capital Campaingn offi  ce 

at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

My/our gift  to the campaign is:
Total pledge:
First payment:
Balance due:
I/we prefer to pay the balance as following:
 Monthly   Quarterly
 Semi-annual   Annual
 1 year  2 years  3 years

To partiicpate in electronic giving using your credit card, 
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and 
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Offi  ce

Pledge Card

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City:________________________  Zip: ____________  
Phone: _______________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued 
success of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary       Hail Mary       Adoration Hour       Our Father       Novena
Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign

For more information contact Capital Campaign office
281-713-8957 or theresam@stmartha.com

My/our gift to the campaign is:
Total pledge: ____________________
First payment: ___________________
Balance due: ____________________
I/we prefer to pay the balance as follows:
  __ Monthly   __ Quarterly
  __ Semiannually   __ Annually
  __ 1 year   __ 2 years   __ 3 years

To participate in electronic giving using your credit card,
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Office

Pledge Card

Preaching and Homilies that connect faith with
everyday life are an opportunity area

Preaching and Homilies
(% Strongly Agree)100%
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31%
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The parish helps me grow spiritually by… Preaching and homilies that connect my 
faith with my everyday life
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St. Martha Festival & Fall 
Market

It’s time again for the exciting St. Martha Festival and Fall 
Market. Mark your calendars now for Saturday, October 11, 

2014, from noon to 8 p.m.. It will be held in the back parking 
lot at the new campus, so bring your friends and family for 
a community event of fun and entertainment. Dust off your 
dancing shoes as the Houston Big Band will return this year 
with songs for your listening and dancing pleasure.
 There will be food, fun and games for kids of all ages. Our 
Knights of Columbus are selling barbecue with all the trim-
mings. The Hispanic community will arouse your taste buds 
with some of their specialty foods, and the Catholic Daughters 
will offer their delicious desserts to satisfy the “sweet tooth” 
in all of us. The beer garden is returning as well, and we plan 
to have some flat screen TVs available with the college games 

of the day on.
 For the shoppers among us, there will be many vendors 
from the surrounding area in the Fall Market selling their 
“goodies.” Good time to do some early Christmas shopping.
 We will once again have a Silent Auction where ministries 
will prepare items/baskets to bid on. Each ministry receives 90 
percent of the final bid price with the other 10 percent to help 
cover the cost of the tent.
 Our Live Auction was one of the more popular events 
at last year’s festival and promises to bring many exciting 
items....any sports fans out there?!?!?
 Last, but not least, the raffle drawing is returning to this 
year’s festival with three prizes to entice all of us.
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Spirituality = Faith = Service = Alumni Success = Community = Academic Excellence = Fun = Athletics = Fellowship 
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Educating students from PreKindergarten through 8th grade
Texas Catholic Conference Education Department Accredited 

Please contact Jan Rodine at 281-358-5523 or rodinej@stmarthacs.org for more information or to schedule a tour. 

The mission of St. Martha Catholic School is to provide a quality 
education sharing in the total Catholic Formation of  

each person by developing mind, heart and spirit.
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Courageous Prayer –  
Different Experiences Of Prayer

 The recent parish survey indicated that there was a desire from parishioners to develop a deeper personal prayer life. In 
response to these survey results and for our Advent experience this year, we will be exploring “Many Ways to Pray.” In the 
Catholic Church, we are gifted with many different charisms and varied paths that bring us closer to Christ. Please join us for a 
variety of workshops on prayer.

Tuesday, November 4th at 7:30 in the FLC
The Jesus Prayer

Deacon Ed Kleinguetl
 Deacon Edward Kleinguetl was ordained 
by His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo 
for the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston on 

February 3, 2007, and is currently assigned to St. Martha. In 
June 2007, Deacon Ed also began serving St. John Chrysostom 
Byzantine Catholic Church in Houston, Texas, through per-
mission granted by His Eminence Cardinal DiNardo and His 
Eminence Metropolitan Archbishop Basil Schott, of blessed 
memory, the former Metropolitan of the Ruthenian Byzantine 
Catholic Archeparchy (Archdiocese) of Pittsburgh.
 Deacon Ed has been married to his wife Molly for over 30 
years, and they have two adult sons.

Tuesday, November 11th at 7:30 in the FLC
Praying With Icons 

Very Rev. Elias L. Rafaj, SEOL
 Father Elias is the pastor of Saint John 
Chrysostom Byzantine Catholic Church in 
Houston, the Proto-Presbyter (Dean) of the 

Southern States of the Byzantine Catholic Archeparchy (Arch-
diocese) of Pittsburgh. He is also Assistant Director of Reli-
gious Education and serves on the Liturgical Commission for 
the Archeparchy. He received his education in Rome, Thessa-
loniki and in Lebanon and holds a licentiate degree in Eastern 
Christian Studies with a specialization in Liturgy/History from 
the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome and additional de-
grees in Theology and Philosophy. Fr. Elias has been writing 
icons, and studying and teaching iconography for over 25 years.

Tuesday, November 18th at 7:30 in the FLC
The Liturgy Of The Hours

Paul Hahn
 Dr. Paul Hahn got his Bachelor’s and Mas-
ter’s degrees in English at Emporia State Uni-
versity in Kansas. He then taught English at 

Northern Illinois University. Soon he received a Master’s degree 
in Theology from the University of Dubuque in Iowa after which 
he became a writer for the Wisconsin Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. He then got a Doctorate in Theology at Marquette Uni-
versity in Milwaukee. Since then he has taught in eight institu-
tions of higher learning including two seminaries. At the end of 
his tenured career at the University of St. Thomas in Houston, 
where he taught for twenty-one years, he was serving as chair 
of the Theology department in which he taught mainly Scrip-
ture, but also Systematic Theology, Christian Anthropology and 
World Religions. Retired in 2011, he now enjoys reading and 
teaching Adult Formation classes in Catholic parishes.

Tuesday, November 25th at 7:30 in the FLC
Praying With The Saints

Sister Mary Guido
 A Cenacle Sister since 1990, Sister Mary 
Guido is the President of the Board of Direc-
tors in Houston. She now serves as both the 

Local Leader of the Cenacle Sisters and the Ministry Coordi-
nator. She is blessed through her ministries of Spiritual Direc-
tion and Adult Faith Formation and Vocations.

Thursday, December 4th
St. Luke Productions

“Faustina: Messenger Of Mercy”
 Faustina: Messenger of Divine Mercy, 
Saint Luke Productions; newest one-woman 
live performance, is based on the life and mes-

sage of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938), a Polish 
visionary whose personal encounters with Jesus have inspired 
a devotion to Christ’s Divine Mercy. A parallel modern story 
within the drama offers audiences a compelling personal con-
nection to the current moral issues of our times.
 Starring professional actress Maria Vargo and now touring 
across the country, the live drama includes technological artistry 
in the form of a majestic orchestral soundtrack, theatrical light-

Continued on page 8
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ing, and a video backdrop that sets the story in a historical yet
relevant context.
Visit www.DivineMercyDrama.com for more information. 

Friday, December 5th at 7:00 in the Church
An Experience Of Evening Prayer

 The Liturgy of the Hours is prayed all over the world ev-
ery day both by those ordained and by lay men and women. 
Come and join us in the sanctuary (Church on Woodridge 
Dr.) as we experience this age-old tradition by praying eve-
ning prayer followed by a short reflection.

Tuesday, December 9th at 7:00 in the Church
Arise - An Evening Of Praise And Worship 

With Adoration
 For the closing opportunity of our prayer series, we will 
join the community of St. Martha in participating in ARISE, 
an experience of prayer and adoration. Mass begins at 7:00 
p.m., and is followed immediately by the Adoration service. 
The Host will be exposed at this time. Following the exposi-

tion, there will be a brief reflection, then time for contempla-
tion. The evening will close with praise and worship music. 
Hope you can join us for this wonderful opportunity to be in 
the presence of our Lord.

Join Us! 
 In a homily on Courageous Prayer Pope Francis com-
mented: “How do we pray? Do we pray piously and calmly 
out of habit or do we place ourselves courageously before 
the Lord to ask for grace, to ask for what we are praying for? 
Prayer that is not courageous is not real prayer. … Jesus tells 
us: ‘What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will 
instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, 
will give him a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
the heavenly Father give.’”
 Then Pope Francis stopped and said: “And then we ex-
pect to hear ‘he will give good things to you’ … but no, he 
doesn’t say that! He says that he will give ‘the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him!’ And this is something tremendous.” 

Courageous Prayer – Continued 


