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This newsletter offers several accounts of 
how faithful stewardship and active in-

volvement make a significant difference in the 
quality of life in our community as well as in 
our personal lives. I encourage you to review 
these reports and reflect on how you make a 
difference in your family and in the parish. 
With the season of Lent around the corner, 
you might consider some meaningful action 
or practice that you could adopt in order to 
deepen your own commitment to stewardship 
as a way of life.
 I am convinced that one of the authentic 
signs of a stewardship parish is when we have 
young men and women stepping forward and 
presenting themselves for full-time ministry in 
the Church, especially as priests and religious. 
We are already blessed with several seminar-
ians who are at various stages of their priestly 
formation: David Angelino, Michael Apple-
gate, Francisco Enriquez, and Marco Casano-
va. We certainly pray that we will have others 
join their ranks soon.
 In order to promote and support priestly 
and religious vocations, we have petitioned 
Cardinal DiNardo to establish a new Serra 
Club in our area. His Eminence has granted 
our request and has given us the green light 
to begin organizing such a ministry. Begun 
in Seattle in 1935 by the local bishop to in-

crease the number of priests for the state of 
Washington, the Serra Club gets its name from 
the work of Junipero Serra, a Franciscan mis-
sionary who was born in Spain in 1713. After 
being ordained a priest, Fr. Serra was sent by 
his superior to the New World. From 1749 un-
til his death in 1784, he traveled throughout 
Mexico and modern-day California establish-
ing missions, preaching the Gospel primarily 
to native Americans, and celebrating the sac-
raments. The founder of Serra Club chose Fr. 
Serra as a patron because of his tireless work 
of evangelizing and promoting the Catholic 
faith. Father Junipero Serra was beatified on 
September 25, 1988 by Pope John Paul II. 
 I am excited about this new chapter of 
Serra Club being formed in our area. It will be 
called the “Serra Club Northeast of Houston” 
and will accept membership from parishes in 
this area of the archdiocese. An informational 
meeting will be held on April 5th at 7:00 pm 
at the Manor House in Barrington. For more 
information, please call 281-359-4594 and ask 
for Ted.
 May the peace and blessings of our Al-
mighty God be upon you!

Fr. Chester Borski

Dear Parishioners,

A Letter From Our Pastor

2
Capital Campaign Update

4
Exercising Stewardship of

God’s Gifts in the New Year
&

Stewardship Renewal 

5
St. Martha Catholic School

6
Keeping Kids Safe

&
St. Martha’s Parish Has Been 
Selected To Participate In A 

National Study! 

7
Make Your Lent More 

Meaningful 
&

Lenten Schedule

8
What is a Spirituality of 

Communion?

In This Issue



Catholic Church 
of Kingwood

Martha
Saint

2

Capital Campaign Update

Welcome 2014! With the beginning of a new year people 
commonly set new goals they would like to achieve. 

In the process of creating these goals it is beneficial to assess 
where we have been to help move forward in the New Year. 
Such is the case for the Capital Campaign; in this recap we 
will review where we have been over the last seven years of 
our Capital Campaigns and what the goals will be for the com-
ing year in order to retire the building debt.
 In 2007, the quest for a location to construct our new par-
ish home began. During 2008 and 2009, a parish survey was 
conducted, land was purchased, and a long range plan was de-
veloped, the first phase of which involved building the new 
church, administration building, and rectory. 
 The first Capital Campaign was launched with a goal of 
$8 million. By the end of 2011, that campaign raised over $8.2 
million. 
  In 2009 and 2010, as construction proceeded, various 
change orders and material selections increased the cost of the 
church building, and the actual cost of furnishings and artwork 
had either been omitted from estimates or became more costly 
than estimated. For instance: the large stained glass windows 
were estimated at $33,222 each, but actually cost $83,000 
each. The final cost of the rectory was over $600,000. Also, 
the costs of running the first capital campaign (consultant, 
credit card fees, staff, promotional events and literature) were 
$422,000, a cost that was not in the early estimates. Interest on 
the construction loan to date has cost us $2,519,940.00. And 
we have paid the archdiocese $7,467.00 as their tax on our 
capital campaign. All of these costs or cost increases drove the 
total project cost of the first phase of construction to about $26 
million. 
 In the fourth quarter of 2011, the second Capital Campaign 
was launched. Pledges to date total over $4.7 million, with the 
monthly redemptions equaling roughly $80,000. But, thanks 
to the generosity of this faith family, unpledged contributions 
to the Capital Campaign this past year have run about $50,000 
per month. Consequently, we have been able to meet our con-
struction loan payments of $130,000 per month without pull-
ing funds from savings or the regular offertory and operating 
budget. 

 A parish phone survey was conducted in the first half of 
2012. The results indicated that parishioners are willing to do-
nate money to the campaign, but with economic uncertainty, 
prefer to contribute what they can on a month-to-month basis, 
instead of committing to a pledged amount.
 In 2013, the Capital Campaign hosted two community 
events, Sister’s Late Night Catechism and the Parish Festival 
and Fall Market. These two events netted over $50,000.00 for 
the Campaign, as well as helping parish ministries earn over 
$5,000.00.
 To everyone who has contributed to either campaign, 
bought a ticket or sponsorship to Sister’s Late Night Cat-
echism, or came and enjoyed the festival – THANK YOU! 
Your participation helped each event raise funds and reduce 
the debt.
 Which brings us to the current year – 2014. As the old 
saying goes, no man is an island. We find strength, support 
and love in our families and communities. St. Martha’s parish 
community is so much more than just a church. It is a viva-
cious and vibrant family that truly reaches out to all! We have 
built a beautiful new church, a sound structure where we can 
gather to praise God and celebrate. And let’s face it, with a 
campaign that has been running for seven years, it can become 
a little monotonous being asked to share your treasure time 
and time again. By the fourth quarter of this year roughly two-
thirds of all the pledges will be paid, which will dramatically 
decrease the monthly pledge income, but the monthly mort-
gage payment will remain the same. 
 The beginning balance of the land, church, administration 
building and rectory totaled almost $26 million, but through 
the generosity of this parish has been reduced to approximate-
ly $15 million. 
 So how does the parish move forward to continue to re-
duce the debt this year?

• If you have been giving to the Capital Campaign, 
please prayerfully consider to continue your financial 
support whether it be on a regular monthly, quarterly, 
semiannual or annual basis.
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Capital Campaign Update
Continued

Jan. - Apr. 2014

• The church will continue to host a variety of events 
and programs to raise funds for the campaign. With 
the return of Sister’s Catechism on Saturday, April 26, 
2014, we will need sponsors for the show, as well as 
people to buy tickets.

• The Parish Festival is slated for Saturday, October 
11, 2014. This year families will be able to sponsor 
booths, games and tents. Ministries will be able to 
raise money by sponsoring a silent auction basket. 

• Quarterly updates on the contributions will be posted 

on the parish website, in the parish newsletter, and in 
the bulletin, allowing you to track the progress of the 
campaign. 

• If contributions to the campaign fall short of the 
monthly loan payment, the shortfall will be made up 
first from savings, then eventually from the offertory 
collection. 

For more information contact the Capital Campaign office at 
281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

Debt
Reduction

from
Contributions

n Total Loan Remaining

n Contributions 2007-08

n Contributions 2009-10

n Contributions 2011-12

n Contributions 2013

53%

8%
11%

13%

15%

Name:
Address: 
City:                                  Zip:
Phone:
Email:
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued success 
of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary  Hail Mary Adoration Hour
Our Father                     Novena

 Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign
For more information contact Capital Campaingn offi  ce 

at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

My/our gift  to the campaign is:
Total pledge:
First payment:
Balance due:
I/we prefer to pay the balance as following:
 Monthly   Quarterly
 Semi-annual   Annual
 1 year  2 years  3 years

To partiicpate in electronic giving using your credit card, 
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and 
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Offi  ce

Pledge Card

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City:________________________  Zip: ____________  
Phone: _______________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued 
success of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary       Hail Mary       Adoration Hour       Our Father       Novena
Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign

For more information contact Capital Campaign office
at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

My/our gift to the campaign is:
Total pledge: ____________________
First payment: ___________________
Balance due: ____________________
I/we prefer to pay the balance as follows:
  __ Monthly   __ Quarterly
  __ Semiannually   __ Annually
  __ 1 year   __ 2 years   __ 3 years

To participate in electronic giving using your credit card,
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Office

Pledge Card
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Exercising Stewardship of 
God’s Gifts in the New Year

 Thank you to everyone who returned their Stewardship 
Covenant! St. Martha’s could not meet our spiritual obliga-
tions and financial challenges without your generosity and 
willingness to serve.
 Here is a summary of this year’s Stewardship Renewal 
results:

Stewardship Renewal Covenants   
•  Total Covenants returned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .509
•  Prayer commitments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2998

Traditionally the New Year marks a time to make resolu-
tions. It’s an ideal time to take stock, reassess and recom-

mit to a life lived for and in Jesus Christ. Here are a few sug-
gestions for the important areas of our faith life:
Stewardship of Prayer: Nothing is more important than cul-
tivating a closer, deeper relationship with God. Make a new 
commitment to a time each day to listen to God’s voice.
Stewardship of Family: How often in our busy lives does 
time with family get neglected? Resolve to find a special time 
with each family member each week. Make sure that family 
meals are celebrated frequently. Plan a special family outing 
once or twice a month, and go to Mass together. Resolve that 
when your spouse or child speaks, you will look at them and 
truly listen.
Stewardship of Health: Your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit. Without good health, we lack the energy to serve the 
Lord well. Resolve to make that doctor or dentist appointment. 
Make one healthy change in your eating habits. Add a few 
minutes of extra exercise to each day’s routine.
Stewardship of Possessions: Want less. Live more simply. 
Do you own your possessions, or do they own you? Challenge 
yourself to sacrifice something you like but that you know 
another person needs more than you.

Stewardship of the Parish Family: Offer your service to the 
liturgy or a ministry of your parish in the New Year. Enrich 
your parish and your parish experience by becoming involved.
Stewardship of Money: Take charge of your budget and your 
checkbook. Reprioritize your financial goals to ensure that the 
Lord is coming first in the expenditure of your wealth. Plan 
your spending and don’t spend reactively or impulsively.
Stewardship of Work: Do your best at your chosen profes-
sion. Be honest and faithful. Resolve to find a class or other 
forum that will strengthen your knowledge and expertise. 
Bring a prayerful attitude to your job. 
Stewardship of Mind: Resolve to read something regularly 
that enhances your faith life. Resolve to learn more about your 
faith and especially Catholic social teaching.
Stewardship of Neighbor: Be aware of those around you, 
whether it be your co-workers, fellow parishioners, neigh-
bors, restaurant workers or store employees. Everyone needs a 
smile and Christian kindness. 
Stewardship of the Poor: Resolve to interact with the poor 
in some specific way this year. Resolve to choose a time and 
place to minister to the poor in some way. Bring them into 
your prayer life as well.

Stewardship Renewal
2013-2014 Wrap-Up

•  Ministry commitments
  - Re-commitments to ministries . . . . . . . . . . . .1352
  - New commitments to ministries . . . . . . . . . . . .234
•   Give % based on biblical tithe . . . . . . . . . . . . .105
•   Financially Support (using envelopes) . . . . . . .396
•   Support Cap. Campaign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .335

 Thank you again to everyone who responded so generous-
ly to the 2013-2014 Stewardship Renewal. We look forward to 
serving our parish community— with you — in the coming year!
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St. Martha Catholic 
School

 

FEATURING • Live Music • Dinner & Dessert •   
Cash Bar • Silent Auction • Live Auction •  
Casino Games • DJ and Dancing  
TICKETS  RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

$ 40 Individual tickets 
Group sales and sponsorships available  
More information on the website: 

www.stmarthacs.org 
FOR TICKET SALES 
SMCS DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT,  
Lynn Lucas by email: lucasl@stmartha.com  
or phone (281) 358.5523 x326 
 

QUESTIONS?  
Candice Coogan or Joannah Landry at 
smcsevent@stmarthacs.org 

March 1, 2014  
    7pm - 12am 

St Martha Family Life Center 
3702 Woodland Hills   Kingwood Texas 

FEATURING • Live Music • Dinner & Dessert • Cash Bar • Silent Auction 
• Live Auction • Casino Games • DJ and Dancing

TICKETS RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

$ 40 Individual tickets
Group sales and sponsorships available
More information on the website: www.stmarthacs.org

FOR TICKET SALES
Smcs Director Of Development,
Lynn Lucas by email: lucasl@stmartha.com
or phone (281) 358.5523 x326

QUESTIONS?
Candice Coogan or Joannah Landry at smcsevent@stmarthacs.org

The mission of St. Martha Catholic School is to provide a quality education 
sharing in the total Catholic Formation of each person by developing mind, 

heart and spirit.

Currently registering for Grades PK-8 for 2014-2015 school year. Please contact 
Jan Rodine at 281-358-5523 or email at rodinej@stmarthacs.org for more 

information or to schedule a tour. 

Praying at the annual Pro-Life chain Serving our community

Returning as alumni to share experiences Sharing with our brothers and sisters in 
Christ through our St. Vincent de Paul 

Advent service project

Learning with the help of our 
wonderful priests

Honoring our military
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KEEPING KIDS SAFE

Join us for an evening to equip parents with information 
on the dangers facing our children and youth in this age 

of internet-enabled devices and beyond. The public percep-
tion of child sexual abuse crimes is the 
scary-looking stranger. We teach our chil-
dren not to talk to strangers. But predators 
often look normal. From social media, the 
notion of “friend” has broadened... the 
perception is that everybody on the com-
puter is a “friend.” Children feel safe in 
their homes on computers. The dangers 
are real, and knowing about them can 
help us take steps to protect our children 

and teens. Join us in the Family Life Center to hear a panel 
of experts from the areas of law enforcement and child safety 
discuss this important and timely topic.

Where: St. Martha, at the Woodland Hills 
Campus, in the FLC

When: Tuesday, April 8, 7 - 9 p.m.

For more information, please contact 
Francine Puglia 

franp@stmartha.com or Carla Lewton 
carlal@stmartha.com

	  

St. Martha’s Parish Has Been 
Selected To Participate In A 
National Study! Please Read.
 St. Martha’s has been selected to participate in a national 
study of vibrant parishes conducted by the Catholic Leader-
ship Institute! You can help us by completing a 10-15 minute 
survey online. The survey will be emailed to you the week of 
Feb. 17 by catholicparishstudy@measuring-success.com. The 
survey will be available only from Feb. 17 to Mar. 10 and will 
ask you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and enable you 
to provide feedback on what efforts the parish is doing to help 
you grow. All responses will be confidential and the parish 
will receive only information about the community as a whole.
 We are trying to get the highest response rate possible. 
This information will be invaluable as we plan ahead. We will 

receive the results in May/June, at which time we will share 
what we have learned with the entire parish.

To make sure we have your email or that we have the 
correct email address for you, please send your email ad-
dress and name to Jodi at jodis@stmartha.com. 
If you do not want to participate in this survey, please 
contact Jodi at 281-358-6637, ext. 201, or email  
jodis@stmartha.com.
If you don’t use email but would like to take the 
survey - you can obtain a paper copy by contacting 
Jodi at 281-358-6637, ext. 201.

Thank you for helping with this important project!

Mark Your Calendar
St. Martha Garage Sale in FLC, June 14, 2014

Proceeds to benefit Capital Campaign. Watch Bulletin for more details.
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Make Your Lent More 
Meaningful 

The season of Lent offers us forty days to review our lives 
and focus on conversion and spiritual transformation. It is 

basically a spiritual “spring training,” a time when we go back 
to the basics of our faith formation through prayer, fasting, 
almsgiving and other penitential practices in order to improve 
and enhance our spiritual lives and prepare ourselves to more 
fully participate in the paschal mystery of Holy Week with a 
generous heart and renewed commitment to Christ. Consider 
some of the following ideas for making your Lenten season 
even more meaningful this year. 

1. Identify some penitential practice you can realistically 
commit to every day. It’s easy to become distracted and 
suddenly discover that Lent is half over. A daily commit-
ment will keep you focused. Mark it in your calendar to-
day and be faithful to your commitment. 
2. Make time in your daily schedule for private prayer, 
even if it is only ten minutes. Remember, improving our 
spiritual lives starts with prayer, and the silence of an emp-
ty room where we begin to listen to God is invaluable. 
Prayer requires reserving time for God. 
3. Reduce your daily or weekly soft drink or alcohol intake 
as a spiritual discipline. Drink water and pray for those 
who lack access to a safe, reliable source of drinking water. 
4. It’s become a cliché that people are addicted to com-
munication technologies. Give up some of your screen 

time each day, whether it’s watching television, constantly 
checking your phone, or surfing the Web. Put the extra 
time to use: read a passage from Scripture, call or visit a 
lonely friend or relative, pray the Rosary. 
5. Don’t shop for clothes during Lent. Stay out of every 
store except the supermarket and pharmacy, and don’t loiter 
at these places either. Reflect on what it is like for millions 
in the world who have little or no discretionary income. 
6. Make an extra donation to the poor with the money you 
save.
7. Find a way to reduce your daily home energy consump-
tion. With just 5 percent of the world’s population, people 
living in the U.S. consume 24 percent of its available en-
ergy. Make it a spiritual exercise. 
8. Give up negative thinking. Work on a patient, positive 
attitude toward others. Catch yourself when you mentally 
berate someone and turn it into a prayer for that person. 
9. Take Luke 3:11 seriously. Do you have extra clothes 
languishing in a closet? Take an afternoon to clean a clos-
et, give a “tunic” or two to a good cause, and prayerfully 
reflect on how well you are using the world’s resources. 
10. Pray with the Church. Attend an extra Mass during the 
week or participate in a devotion that inspires you.

International Catholic Stewardship
Council Parish Newsletter

LENTEN SCHEDULE
Ash Wednesday, March 5 Mass times: 6:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 
12 noon, 5:30 p.m. (Woodland Hills Campus), and 7:30 p.m.
School Mass (Woodland Hills Campus): 8:30 a.m.
Stations Of The Cross: Fridays at 7:30 p.m. 
Fish Fry: Fridays at 6:00 p.m. (Family Life Center)
Communal Penance Service: Thursday, March 13, 7:00 p.m. 
(St. Mary Magdalene in Humble)
Anointing Of The Sick Mass: Wednesday, April 16, at 10:00 
a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

TRIDUUM SCHEDULE: 
Holy Thursday Mass, April 17: 7:30 p.m.

Good Friday, April 18: 3:00 p.m. - Liturgy of the Word, 
Veneration of the Cross, and Holy Communion 
7:30 p.m. - Stations of the Cross
Easter Vigil, April 19: 8:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 20: 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m. (Wood-
land Hills Campus), 11:00 a.m., 11:15 a.m. (Woodland Hills 
Campus), 1:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass)

REGULAR TIMES FOR SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: 
Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Saturdays 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 5:20 p.m.
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WHAT IS A SPIRITUALITY OF COMMUNION?
The foundation of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Plan (APP) and local Parish Action Plans (PAP) is a Spirituality 
of Communion. Blessed John Paul II said that: “A spirituality of communion indicates above all, the heart’s 
contemplation of the mystery of the Trinity dwelling in us, and whose light we must also be able to see shin-
ing on the face of the brothers and sisters around us.” As such, Daniel Cardinal DiNardo has asked that all 
parishes in the Archdiocese determine ways that we can understand and embrace this Spirituality of Com-
munion. See the Archdiocesan Website www.archgh.org/pastoralplan for more on the APP and our Parish 
Website www.stmartha.com [Parish Updates Section] for 8 Parish Action Plans written for implementation 
at St. Martha. If you would like to become involved/assist with any parish action plan, we encourage you to 
contact the PAP Shepherd listed. 

Something New in 
the Narthex

You might have noticed something new in the Nar-
thex! This beautiful replica of our church was hand 
crafted by Bill Beck and Alan Raymond, who gen-
erously donated their treasure, time and talent to the 
project. All donations placed in the box will be ap-
plied to the Capital Campaign.

Saturday, April 26, 2014 at 7 p.m. in the 
Activity Center. 

Tickets go on sale on March 3rd


